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SLSHOP is your one-stop shop for 
classic Mercedes-Benz SL parts. With a 
large inventory of parts and accessories 
and a wealth of knowledge on all models. 
SLSHOP is your first and only phone 
call. Call for next day delivery.
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Newsline
A round-up of the latest Mercedes-Benz news mercedesclub.org.uk

Sponsored By

THE No.1 SPECIALISTS
FOR NEW & USED MERCEDES PARTS

All parts available for Mercedes Cars & Com-
mercial vehicles with warranty

• Next day delivery • Fully equipped workshop with 
MB trained technicians • Genuine Mercedes 

diagnostic computer • Dronsfield will beat any 
genuine quote • National Collection Service • 

Friendly Staff • Cars & spares purchased

0333 240 1020
(charged at local rate)

Arocs in London

As a specialist in waste management, LondonEnergy is on the move 
in the tight streets of the British capital. Here it is especially important 
to complete the task as well and safely as possible. LondonEnergy 
has thus added five Mercedes-Benz Arocs of the latest generation 
to their fleet. Equipped with features such as Active Brake Assist 5, 
which can react to moving pedestrians in the monitored area and then 

automatically brake the vehicle, or the intuitively operable multimedia 
cockpit and the MirrorCam which helps improve all-round visibility, 
the new Mercedes-Benz Arocs sets benchmarks especially in terms of 
safety.

mercedesclub.org.uk Newsline » 5
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New S Class for December. "The S-Class is the world's best-selling luxury saloon. With the latest 
generation we want to offer our customers innovation, safety, comfort 
and quality as never before," says Ola Källenius, Chairman of Daimler 
AG and Mercedes-Benz AG. 
"The new S-Class underpins our claim to produce the best automobile 
in the world", states Markus Schäfer, Member of the Board of 
Management of Daimler AG and Mercedes-Benz AG; responsible for 
Daimler Group Research and Mercedes-Benz Cars COO. "This is where 
covetable luxury meets the greatest possible safety and highest level of 
comfort." 
The new S-Class should be in dealerships by December 2020.

Daimler is committed to combating child 
labor: education projects in India and the 
Congo – joining another initiative

Daimler AG is taking further important steps to ensure respect for human rights in 
the vicinity of raw-material mines: The company has joined forces with the Terre des 
Hommes Netherlands NGO for a project and has joined the Responsible Mica Initiative 
(RMI) to combat child labor in Indian mica mines. The cooperation with the Bon Pasteur 
aid organization against child labor in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which was 
initiated as early as 2019, has meanwhile achieved initial successes.

Markus Schäfer, Member of the Board of Management of Daimler AG and Mercedes-
Benz AG responsible for Daimler Group Research and Mercedes-Benz Cars COO: 
“Social, ecological and economic aspects are the basis of Daimler’s sustainable 
business strategy. For us, ethically responsible raw-material extraction and processing 
begins right at the start of the value chain. We are intensively involved in the supply 
chain – going as far as into the raw-material mines. This is why we are involved in the 
project with Terre des Hommes and are joining the Responsible Mica Initiative.”
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Road Race Rally Winner

Tym Hucking who was one of the three lucky 
winners for our recent Road Race Rally - Sir 
Stirling Moss inspired prints, kindly sent in this 
picture. Showing his artwork prize, framed 
above his computer at his home office as a 
software developer. Tym states “It’s a beautiful 
print and honoured to have been selected as a 
winner”. For more information on these special 
prints or what Road Race Rally can do for your 
car to be in print, visit www.jcmedia.co.uk/
roadracerally. 

SPARE KEY IN A HAYSTACK.

Jack Ward got in contact with Mercedes-Benz Owners to hopefully 
find the home for a spare key which he found whilst sorting out a box 
of miscellaneous parts at The SL Shop. 
The key is for a 300 SL (R107) which did have registration “71 ATG”. 
At the time it had just 17,000 miles on the clock. Since then the 
registration is now on a 2007 black BMW 5 series. 
Unfortunately, there are no other details relating to the car or its 
owner which Jack hopes, although acknowledges that it is probably 
a longshot, to find the car to provide the spare key. 
For more information, please contact Jack Ward, NOS Manager, 
T: 01789 337 072 - Option: 1, E: Jack@theslshop.com, W: www.
theslshop.com 

Dale Osborne reached out to the MBO who lives in Daventry. Many 
classic cars come through the village, but one may be missing a filler 
cap. The image is identical to a filler cap found in the road in which 
Dale would like to reunite it with the owner.

If you’re the owner then please contact the MBO on 01892 710570. 

Lost filler cap - 
Daventry.
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350th edition milestone.
After thousands of features, news items and 
styles, Mercedes Owner magazine celebrates 
its 350 edition this month. Yes, it has had a few 
facelifts over the years, but like most Mercedes-
Benz models, its greatly improved and gone 
digital. We continue our aim to add a blend of 
classic, modern, motorsport, technology and up 
to date Mercedes-Benz news, every month.
COVID-19 has been a real struggle for everyone 
and equally for Mercedes-Benz Owners 
(MBO) and its monthly magazine. However, 
the magazine has continued to be sent out to 
our members digitally throughout the global 
pandemic. 

We continue to urge you to follow our social 
media channels on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for up to date news and stories. See 
page 9 for our tags. Also if you have not already 
done so, we would recommend you joined the 
MBO Forum www.forums.mercedesclub.org.uk. 
This forum has thousands of useful content and 
advice available. It also has a great community 
of Mercedes enthusiasts to gain even more from 
your Mercedes-Benz. 
A huge Thanks to everyone who has supported 
Mercedes Owner magazine through the years, 
both as an advertiser and as a subscriber. 

Keep up to date with all the latest Mercedes-Benz news, reviews, models, images and more… through the Mercedes-Benz Owners (MBO) social media channels.

› Mercedes Owners › Mercedes-Benz Owners › mercedesbenzowners› @MercedesOwners

Be social
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The Mercedes Motorsport Legend
F1 Mercedes-AMG Petronas Motorsport, Tuscan GP 2020. Lewis Hamilton. 
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...the right upgrade the right way
Mercedes...

Comand.co.uk supply and fit Mercedes telematics upgrades including... 

· Comand navigation · DAB radio · iPod · Media interface
· Reversing camera · Phone systems · TV · Heated seats
· Intelligent lighting system · Speed limit assist · Lane assist
· Rear entertainment · Full facelifted lighting systems
· Parktronic · Conversion from Japan/US spec to UK/Europe
...and much more

Working with many main dealers, you can be confident of competitively  
priced, properly designed and fully integrated upgrades that enhance  
your vehicle. We use genuine Mercedes parts and genuine supported  
Xentry diagnosis systems to ensure you get the highest quality solution.

Contact us via email at sales@comand.co.uk, phone on 01276 474900,  
or via our website www.comand.co.uk to discuss what we can update  
and upgrade on your vehicle.

your

sales@comand.co.uk 

01276 474900  



Please send your show pictures of cars and owners with brief details for publication to: info@mercedesclub.org.uk

Events
 

18 Oct  THE ULTIMATE SHOW, L3
18 Oct  EXTREME BHP, FY1
25 Oct  SUNDAYS AT PORT SOLENT, PO6
November
01 Nov AUTUMN MOTORING BREAKFAST, 

KT13
01 Nov  VETERAN CAR RUN, W2
01 Nov  RUN WHAT YA BRUNG, NN29

October
03 Oct  RUN WHAT YA BRUNG, NN29
03-04 Oct  CASTLE COMBE AUTUMN CLASSIC, 

SN14
04 Oct  OCTOBER 2020 SCRAMBLE, OX26
04-09 Oct  HIGHLAND THISTLE RALLY, ST AN-

DREWS, SCOTLAND
11 Oct  PORT SOLENT CAR MEET, PO6

To view more events throughout the year visit 
www.carhuddle.com

Use tag “mbo” to view specific 
Mercedes-Benz Owners events.

Events » 13mercedesclub.org.uk

While every effort has been made to ensure we only supply active events, there can be no guarantee by the time of publication that these events were 
still going ahead. Please check with the event organiser prior to departure, to avoid late notice cancellation. 

05-08 Nov  RAC RALLY OF THE TESTS, LEEDS, 
UK

08 Nov  SIMPLY SMART, SO42
13-15 Nov  LANCASTER INSURANCE MOTOR 

SHOW, B40
22 Nov  CLASSIC CAR AND BIKE AUTOJUM-

BLE, WR13
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Flexible, digital, efficient and sustainable: Factory 56 embodies the 
future of production at Mercedes-Benz and sets new standards for 
the automotive industry. 
With an investment of approximately 730 million Euros, the factory 
at the Mercedes-Benz plant in Sindelfingen is a clear commitment to 
Germany as a business location. In total, Mercedes-Benz is investing 
about 2.1 billion euros at the Sindelfingen site. 
At the same time, the company is increasing efficiency in Factory 56 
by 25 percent compared to the previous S-Class assembly. 

Official opening of Factory 56 
and start of production of the 
new Mercedes-Benz S-Class: 
With its Factory 56, Mercedes-
Benz is presenting the future of 
production

Production in Factory 56 is characterized by 
maximum flexibility; this applies to the number 
of models produced and the production 
volume as well as to material flows. New 
models – from compact cars to SUVs, from 
conventional to plug-in hybrid to electric drive 
– can be integrated into series production in 
just a few days. Production can be adjusted 
quickly and flexibly to meet market demand. 
In line with Ambition 2039, Factory 56 will 
be a zero-carbon factory – completely CO2-
neutral and with significantly reduced energy 
requirements. This is made possible, among 
other things, by its innovative energy concept 
with a photovoltaic system, a DC power grid 
and energy storage systems based on reused 
vehicle batteries. Innovative technologies and 
processes have been implemented consistently 
and comprehensively throughout the assembly 
hall, providing the best possible support for the 
employees in their daily work. 

The concept of Factory 56 will be gradually 
transferred to all Mercedes-Benz car plants 
around the world as a blueprint.

“In Factory 56 we have succeeded in 
combining flexibility, efficiency, digitalization 
and sustainability. This benefits the people who 
work here, our production site in Sindelfingen, 
our company and, of course, our customers. 
Factory 56 thus sets the direction for the future 
of automobile production at Mercedes-Benz: 
resource-friendly, connected and flexible. 
Because we consider the transformation of 
our industry to be a holistic task that includes 
products as well as the entire value chain,” 
said Ola Källenius, Chairman of the Board of 
Management of Daimler AG and Mercedes-Benz 
AG.

Facts & figures about Factory 56 
Construction: 
• 2½ years 
• Overall ground area 220,000 m2, 

corresponding to 30 football pitches • 
Excavated earth: approx. 700,000 m3 • 
Steel used during construction: approx. 6400 
tonnes, almost as much as the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris 

• Volume of concrete used: approx. 66,300 m3, 
corresponding to around 150 family houses 

• Recycled concrete was used for the main 
building 

• More than 12,000 photovoltaic modules with 
an output of more than 5000 MWp (megawatts 
peak) 

• Energy bank from Mercedes-Benz Energy 
GmbH with 1400 kWh capacity 

• Length of rain retention channel almost 1 km, 
max. depth 17 m, diameter 3 m 

• High-performance WLAN and 5G mobile radio 
network as the basis for full digitisation of 
Factory 56
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Factory 56 will be a 
zero-carbon factory 

Factory 

56 
In total, Mercedes-Benz has invested 
approximately 2.1 billion euros since 2014 to 
create a future-oriented basis for the car plant 
and the administrative areas located there. 
Of this amount, about 730 million euros is 
accounted for by Factory 56, which is part of 
the Mercedes-Benz Sindelfingen plant. The 
investments are a clear commitment to Germany 
as a business location and will also secure jobs 
in the region for the long term. At the same time, 
Factory 56 achieves efficiency gains of about 
25 percent compared to the previous S-Class 
assembly. This has been made possible by 
optimizing the entire value-creation process.



www.carcovershop.co.uk  |  t.01780 654088

READY TO WEAR AND BESPOKE COVERS FOR ALL CAR MODELS

PROTECTOR4 FLEECE LINED BREATHABLE FROM £112 

OUTDOOR CUSTOM WATERPROOF FROM £275

CUSTOM INDOOR COVERS FROM £279

REVEAL COVERS FROM £159

Soft Stretch Indoor Covers from £99 Waterproof & Breathable Outdoor from £179

.co.uk

Euro Car Care 
has specialised in 

Mercedes-Benz since 
1991. Experienced, 

skilled and capable, our 
car experts are able 

to provide various car 
services and products 
for Mercedes-Benz and 

European vehicles.

www.eurocarcare.org 

Tel: 01733 894 441    office@eurocarcare.org 
101 Peterborough Road, Farcet, Cambridgeshire, PE7 3BN



Red safety car acknowledging 
milestone for Scuderia Ferrari.

The Tuscan Grand Prix made its Formula 
One debut as the ninth race of the season, 
and Scuderia Ferrari would start their 1,000th 
race in the premier class of motorsport. In 
acknowledgement of this milestone, the 
Mercedes-AMG GT R Official FIA F1 Safety 
Car was given a new look for the weekend with 
a commemorative red livery. Everything else 
remains unchanged: with its powerful 4.0-litre 
V8 twin turbo engine, the Mercedes-AMG GT R 

driven by Bernd Mayländer has a top speed of 
318 km/h and takes 3.6 seconds to sprint from 
zero to 100 km/h. As it happens, the safety car 
is also celebrating an anniversary this year - 
the three-pointed star has adorned its grille in 
Formula One for a full 25 years.

“The Tuscan Grand Prix was also the 1000th 
F1 race for Ferrari, marking the long racing 
tradition of this great Italian brand,” said Toto 

Wolff, CEO and Team Principal of the Mercedes-
AMG Petronas F1 Team. “We will honour this 
achievement with a Mercedes-AMG Safety Car 
in Ferrari red – our nod to a racing history that 
brought us some of the greatest moments in 
Formula One. The men and women of Maranello 
have a proud history to celebrate and we’re 
paying respect to those celebrations this 
weekend.”

Red Safety Car » 17mercedesclub.org.uk



Arrange a consultation with Braybrooks today... 

LOOK AT OUR  
NEW WEBSITE
www.braybrooks.co.uk

Unit 3 • The Smithy • Tewin Hill Farm • Tewin Hill 
Tewin • Welwyn • Herts • AL6 0LL 01438 840800 

info@braybrooks.co.uk 
www.braybrooks.co.uk

working with  
Mercedes Benz

YEARS
30Scan for more  

information 08000 520 292

REVERSE CAMERAS  •  PARKING SENSORS  •  AUDIO UPGRADES  •  COMAND  •  HEATED SEATS 
DAB RADIO  •  REAR SEAT ENTERTAINMENT  •  INTEGRATED PHONE SOLUTIONS   •  FOLDING MIRRORS

   MERCEDES SPECIALISTS  
COMAND & RETROFIT SYSTEMS

TT::  01938 561717 

EE::  sales@classicadditions.co.uk 

wwwwww..ccllaassssiiccaaddddiittiioonnss..ccoo..uukk  

    DDiissccoouunntt  CCooddee::  MMEERRCC1100  

Suppliers of a range of high quality indoor and outdoor 
car covers.  We have our standard fit range, including 
our bestselling Super Soft Stretch indoor or Ultimate 
outdoor covers.  If you wanted something bespoke, our 
custom made indoor and outdoor covers are fully  fitted 
to the shape of the car and handmade in our UK factory.   



Due to the government’s 
lockdown restrictions across 
the UK, this has put a stop to 
many events including motor 
shows. Thanks to an ease in 
the lockdown leading up to the 
event and the forward planning 
at Beaulieu, the Simply Mercedes 
event went ahead.

Beaulieu Motor Museum – 
Simply Mercedes.

Beaulieu Motor Museum – Simply Mercedes » 19mercedesclub.org.uk
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We were delighted to see at the first 
meet up point before the venue at 
least thirty MBO members, MBO forum 
members and MBO followers on our 
social media sites. Thanks to Ben Elliott 
and Sarah / MissyD on the MBO Forum 
for organising.

There were also, a wide variety of cars 
and a few surprises. One of which 
was Road Rage Performance’s heavily 
modified 190E and Ollies, probably the 
loudest C63 in the UK. Once we got the 
nod that we were off on our short trip up 
the road to Beaulieu and across part of 
the New Forest. The AMG’s sped up the 
road and left the others wondering what 
just happened. Once entering Beaulieu, 
we were directed in to one of the fields, 
where the stewards directed a large 
and “Covid friendly” gap between cars. 
We were pleased to see a healthy three 
hundred Mercedes-Benz cars arrive in to 
the two designated fields.

A great selection of Mercedes-Benz 
vehicles lined up on the field. Including 
stunning Gullwing’s, Pagoda’s, 190SL’s, 
many SL’s, a few Pontons and Fintail’s, 
through to several C63 AMG, GT’s and 
GTR AMG’s and everything in-between. 
Despite the circumstances, the event 
still showed a wide variety of classic 
and modern vehicles to look at. As we 
found out at the inaugural event in 2019, 
this event is a must for any Mercedes 
fan. This year will have put off many 
attending but we all hope that in 2021, 
the event can be run with no restrictions.

 

Beaulieu Motor Museum – 
Simply Mercedes.

Brian Kelly’s photo and car. Two SL 500’s, one 119 
and one 113 built a few months apart.
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A Mercedes-
Benz Only 
Family
When I was offered the opportunity 
to write our story for the Mercedes-
Benz Owners (MBO) magazine, I 
was flattered it felt like a dream 
come true! I have always read 
and collected the Mercedes Owner 
magazine & Enthusiast magazines 
and every time I read a personal 
story, I always thought I would love 
to share my Mercedes Benz journey. 

Before writing this, I wondered if I 
should base it on one of my much 
loved Mercedes-Benz or start from 
the very beginning, I could not 
choose, so here goes!



Since birth, there has always been a Mercedes-
Benz on the driveway and that’s how my story 
begins. Growing up surrounded by the brand 
and Mercedes Benz enthusiasts, I knew I had to 
follow suit I purchased my first Mercedes-Benz 
aged 17, until then, I continuously pestered my 
father to always buy Mercedes-Benz, and he 
couldn’t resist either. 

My father, Kit was born in Uganda, East Africa 
where he grew up until he moved to the UK in 
1972. In Uganda, my grandfather Venilal had 
the same green colour W115 220 Mercedes as 
the president of Uganda, Idi Amin. People used 
to salute my grandfather! Even though I was 
not born at the time, I feel extremely proud to 
have had such a role model and gentleman of a 
grandfather. He started from humble beginnings 
to become the man that he was. It is all down 
to this man that we are an extremely proud 
Mercedes-Benz family!

My grandfather before passing away had a W211 
E280cdi Sport which back in 2006 was quite 
rare and had the “new” 3.0 V6 diesel engine, I 
remember collecting this particular car with my 
grandfather from Mercedes-Benz Shrewsbury. 
I had the pleasure of collecting most of my 
grandfather’s cars with him as we were extremely 
close. I clearly recall the day my grandmother 
told my uncle and me that we should always 
have a Mercedes-Benz in the drive, especially for 
my grandfather, she knew his love for the brand. 

A Mercedes-Benz Only Family

This is my grandfather Venilal in 2006 with his 
E280cdi Sport. This car is still in the family; my 
uncle has kept this car, preserved it and given it 
the love and attention it deserves. The car only 
goes to special occasions. Since my grandfather 
passed away in 2010, whenever I sit in a 
Mercedes Benz, I feel a connection and closer 
to him because it was a passion we shared. I am 
extremely lucky to have spent many journeys 
with him and had many conversations with him 
not only about Mercedes Benz but also his 
beginnings to pursue his purchases. At school I 
was the lucky one being collected in a variety of 
Mercedes-Benz vehicles. 

I wanted to share the same passion with my 
father and purchased not one, but two 1983 
W123 230E. What a car and an absolute dream 
to drive.

I set up an Instagram account (@
thestoryofmyW123) to share my love of W123’s. 
We restored both to a good standard but when 
I met my partner, I felt now was the time to start 
saving, sell them and save towards a house. 

My grandfather and father had a series of Mercedes-Benz when growing up, especially a few W123 
200s & 230E's. 

My Father with his “Citizen Khan” pose!

Photo of me with both 
the 1983 W123’s.

My father with his W123. A regrettable sale for 
sure!

mercedesclub.org.uk22 » A Mercedes-Benz Only Family



Most recently, I had been looking online and 
Most recently, I had been looking online and 
temptation had got the better of me and I can 
now introduce you to the newest addition to 
our family the modern classic, a 1998 W210 
E55 AMG. Wow! I have already had a few of the 
common issues rectified, the annoying rocker 
cover gaskets, the window regulators & reverse 
switch! The next car we both want is a nice 
W114/W115.

My father and I are best friends and we share 
the same passion. This is our hobby. We always 
get asked if we are traders, because we change 
cars quite often, but the answer is simply no, 
instead of playing golf or poker, we go for the 
cars! We often tackle some of the jobs on the 
cars ourselves, such as servicing the older cars, 
repairing the stereo/antenna especially on the old 
W123’s! We most recently replaced the side wing 
mirrors as they had lost that nice blue tint and 
the stereo on the E55! I am hoping to restore this 
and potentially use it as my wedding car.

Ever since a young age, my family & friends all 
know I am a Mercedes-Benz only chap, I started 
my MB journey with an old W169 2005 A160cdi, 
and then got a bit fed up with the sluggish-ness 
so I bought a 2011 A160 petrol with the manual 
gearbox from MB-Liverpool. At the time I loved 
it until a knee dislocation led me to sell the 
manual A Class and buy an auto W245 facelift 
B200cdi Sport. I went through three B Class 
models, the B150, B180cdi and then finally the 
B200cdi Sport. I then kept that for approximately 
18 months, which is probably the longest I have 
kept a car! I then part exchanged that for a 
high spec CLK220cdi Sport. I loved this car, it 
felt so strong and sporty but I then needed to 
go to something a bit more family friendly, so I 
then went through a series of E Class models 
including a W211 2007 E320cdi Sport Facelift, 
and a W212 E350 AMG Sport, and for some 
bizarre reason I swapped that for an E300 
Bluetec-Hybrid, which I only kept for 3 months. 
After having the wonderful 3.0 V6 engine, the 2.1 
Bluetec-Hybrid engine just did not feel right, and 

Me with the old W221 S Class.

when the diesel engine kicked in, it was just too 
loud! Since 2017 I have stuck to a few S Classes, 
from the W220, W221 and currently the W222. I 
always tell everyone, once you have owned an S 
Class; you will always end up either sticking to it 
or buying another one!

My father and I are extremely loyal and have 
the mind-set of “if you look after me, I will look 

after you”, therefore we send all of our cars to 
Mercedes-Benz of Loughborough, where they all 
know our standards and look after us extremely 
well.

I have always wanted to visit the Mercedes-Benz 
factory in Stuttgart and do a tour! I have never 
got around to it, but it would be amazing to drive 
there and visit the place where all of this started! 
I may make the journey in the E55 AMG. Saying 
that, I imagine I will spend more time at a fuel 
station than at the factory! 

My sister had grown up being a huge fan of 
the ML only to then buy a BMW 1 series as 
her first car. As you can image the family’s 
disappointment! Purposely did not leave space 
on the driveway for this car. My father and I 
quickly managed to get her into a Mercedes-
Benz when sadly someone drove into her BMW. 
She was given a W204 C Class as a courtesy car, 
which the family were happy with. Her Mercedes-
Benz journey began starting with an A class and 
moving onto a C class, which she never looked 
back.  

My mother started her Mercedes-Benz journey 
in the W169 A Class, but she was not a fan at all 
and referred to it as a “tractor”. My father then 
treated her to a nice 2011 SLK. Back then, she 
loved them that much that we upgraded that to 
a newer AMG Sport. Most recently bought her 
a final model SLK 250cdi AMG Sport, which 
was an absolute beauty. Since becoming a 
grandmother, we thought it would be sensible to 
purchase a more family friendly W204 C220cdi 
Sport facelift model.

My father with his E Class Coupe, a gift from my 
sister & I.

I always say, “you can never have too many 
mercs”, like a lot of women say, “you can never 
have too many shoes”. We are always on the 
look-out for a decent, well looked after and 
unique example. Moving forward, I have decided 
I want a W126 SE/SEL or even a SEC, it has 
been my ultimate favourite car since watching 
the film Lethal Weapon 4!

The S Class had an ultimate spec, even after 
selling it, one year + later I would still get phone 
calls for this car from fellow club members 
and MB enthusiasts who had been flicking 
through old MB Enthusiasts magazines where 
I advertised it. Still a regrettable sale. But to be 
honest, I think I would say that about any of the 
Mercs I have had (maybe not the tractor A class).

A Mercedes-Benz Only Family
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Splash out without splashing out.
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Our drive back in 2012. The driveway in 2017

“Mercedes-Benz Parking Only” Sign

The E300 Bluetec-Hybrid, this car had an 
amazing specification but it was the engine that 
let it down, after having the E350, I missed the 
smoothness of the V6!

I hope you’ve enjoyed reading my Mercedes 
journey and I do hope our journey will continue 
for many years, through our future generations. 

Nikhil Thakrar

My father in my mother’s car, which my father 
would drive at any opportunity! A fun and 
“posey” car with the rare black & red Designo 
interior and official AMG alloys. Not the standard 
sports pack alloys. We part exchanged this 
SLK for an E Class coupe, but always miss the 
convertible in summer!

A Mercedes-
Benz Only 
Family
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OH LORD WONT YOU FIND ME A...
Our aim is simple...we want you to keep your SL running like the day it left the showroom by bringing you the widest range of parts and 
accessories to service, restore and enhance your Classic Mercedes-Benz SL.

What makes us unique is our expertise and extensive inventory enabling us to help you to achieve your cars full potential.   We all own 
these cars because of the pleasure they bring. You may have owned your car from new or you may be the current custodian, but 
whatever your ownership status we are here to help you get the most from your SL and enjoy it to the maximum. Conveniently, those 
parts and accessories that enhance the ownership experience will often add            considerable value...WIN WIN!
 
This is underpinned by our founding principles and desire for treating customers the way we would like to be treated ourselves. We will 
share our passion and knowledge and are committed to delivering the highest level of customer service and satisfaction to all of our 
customers new and old.  

Welcome to our passion. Welcome to SLSHOP Parts Store.

KNOWLEDGE

Our team are a worldwide authority on 
everything SL. Having sold, restored and 
serviced more of these cars than anyone 
else, we are perfectly positioned to 
advise and help you purchase the right 
part for your SL.

We can deliver your part quickly and 
securely through our trusted couriers.  In 
the unlikely event that you need to 
change any aspect of your order, we are 
here to help! Just contact our friendly 
Sales Team and they will be more than 
happy to help and guide you through the 
process.

The parts that we sell undergo the same 
quality testing and strict selection criteria 
as the cars that we sell and restore. Our 
Service and Restoration Departments 
exclusively use our own parts therefore if 
the quality is not right for them, then it is 
not right for us and it will not be right for 
you.

BACKUP QUALITY

3 PILLARS OF SUPPORT FOR YOUR PARTS NEEDS:

01789  337 070

theSLSHOP.com/partsstore

parts@theSLSHOP.com



Project Geländewagen:

Project Geländewagen » 27mercedesclub.org.uk

a Mercedes-Benz and Virgil 
Abloh collaboration:  
Driving luxury forward with 
innovative design.
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On September 8th, Project Geländewagen – the 
first outcome of a collaboration that is a first 
of its kind between Mercedes-Benz and Chief 
Creative Director and Founder of Off-White and 
Men’s Artistic Director of Louis Vuitton Virgil 
Abloh – was unveiled via a unique digital launch 
event. The conceptual design project led by 
Mercedes-Benz Chief Design Officer Gorden 
Wagener and Abloh used the Mercedes-Benz 
G-Class to explore ways of disrupting future 
perceptions of luxury. The result is a distinctive 
manifestation of the G-Class as never seen 
before. Compelled to support the arts at a 
critical time, a replica of the design piece will be 
auctioned as part of Sotheby’s Contemporary 
Curated, one of the auction house’s most revered 
series which is defined by the unique perspective 
of a different influential tastemaker each year, 
with all proceeds going to a charity that supports 
international creative communities. Advanced 
bidding will begin on September 14th, 2020.

Virgil Abloh says: “My ultimate goal in this project 
with Mercedes-Benz is inspiring young artists, 
engineers, designers to question the status 
quo, in addition to experimenting with my own 
design abilities,” said Abloh. “For me it’s all about 
providing opportunities for those coming after 
me and giving this next generation a foundation 
for success, both here with Mercedes-Benz and 
through my own Virgil Abloh™ "Post-Modern" 
Scholarship Fund.“

 “With Project Geländewagen we create a unique 
artwork that showcases future interpretations 
of luxury and the desire for beauty and the 
extraordinary. The result is something between 
reality and future”, says Gorden Wagener, 
Mercedes-Benz Chief Design Officer.  “The 
collaboration with Virgil has seen two distinct 
design philosophies unite, for a one-of-a-kind re-
imagination of the G that continues to celebrate 
the extraordinary at its core.”

“Project Geländewagen perfectly encapsulates 
Mercedes-Benz’s manifestation of contemporary 
luxury, pushing creativity and innovative design”, 
says Bettina Fetzer, Vice President Marketing 
at Mercedes-Benz AG. “Culture and the arts 
have always played an important part in both 
Mercedes-Benz products and the brand, and 
we are proud to donate all proceeds of the 
replica auction to support international creative 
communities to continue their education in the 
arts.”

From a 4x4 to a Landaulet, the G-Class has had 
many incarnations to date, but never a race car – 
until now. 

The finished design simultaneously never forgets 
its point of origin and captures the experience of 
a racing car. The design process was inspired by 
Wagener and Abloh owning and experiencing the 
G-Class first-hand and identifying opportunities for 
maximizing its Mercedes-AMG attitude. 

Together they considered how to make the viewer 
look at Mercedes-Benz designs with a fresh 
perspective, while driving luxury away from a 
polished and flawless aesthetic to something raw, 
natural and altogether more honest.

The original Mercedes-AMG G63 before Project Geländewagen began.
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to emphasize the G-Class’s iconic silhouette, 
demonstrating its monolithic character. The 
final design lays its construction methods bare 
and celebrates the handcrafted imperfections 
that make it unique. The paintwork was 
partially sanded by hand to create a sense 
of timeless simplicity. Welds are celebrated 
as key design motifs, as craftsmanship takes 
center stage. The indicators, outside mirrors 
and the bumper bar have all been removed 
and the body of the car is widened and 
lowered, for a sportier effect. 

The distinct personality of the G remains 
intact, however, and an exaggeration of the 
tyres and spare wheel exude the G’s inimitable 
charisma.

reduction reigns and the racing inspiration is 
clear; eschewing all clichés of an SUV. 

All interiors have been stripped back, and 
the safety frame becomes a central motif. 
The dashboard is removed and replaced with 
a clean, reduced version which celebrates 
an analogue speedometer and fuel gauges, 
reminiscent of a classic car. This contrasts 
with the steering wheel and seats, which are 
more akin to a Formula 1 vehicle. 

Safety features and key racing elements, such 
as the safety frame or the 5 point seat belts 
are highlighted in baby blue and bright red 
tones. These strong accent colours create 
a new kind of colour grouping, and contrast 
against the bare interior.

The exterior is kept as clean as possible

Inside the art piece,
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About Gorden Wagener
Born in Essen, Gorden Wagener is the Chief 
Design Officer Daimler Group – a position he has 
held since 2016. After studying Industrial Design 
at the University of Essen, he honed his skills in 
Transportation Design at London’s Royal College 
of Art. 

He joined Mercedes-Benz over two decades 
ago, initially working as an exterior designer at 
Volkswagen, Mazda and GM. In 2008 he was 
made Director of Daimler’s AG Design unit and 
since then has been responsible for the design 
of all cars. Under his leadership, the new design 
philosophy of sensual purity was devised, which 
embodies both ‘hot’ and ‘cool’ characteristics 
and thereby expresses an essential aspect of 
the brand – the dichotomy between emotion and 
intelligence. 

Several models bear Wagener's signature, 
including the C-, E- and S-Class models, the 
SUVs GLE and GLC, the Mercedes-AMG GT as 
well as the company’s smart and commercial 
vehicles. His groundbreaking work has earned 
him a number of accolades including an honorary 
professorship at the Moholy-Nagy University 
of Art and Design in Budapest (2009) and an 
honorary doctorate at Sofia Technical University 
(2010).

On the left side Gorden Wagener, 
Chief Design Officer Mercedes-Benz, 
on the right side Virgil Abloh. 

Portrait by Bafic

Through Project Geländewagen, the worlds of 
fashion, art and automotive are united by one 
common passion: outstanding luxury design 
that anticipates future ambitions. Utilizing the 
craftsmanship and know-how that is unique to 
Mercedes-Benz’s heritage as the world’s first 
car manufacturer, Wagener and Abloh’s creation 
embodies Mercedes-Benz’ innate understanding 
of the extraordinary, a bold vision for the future of 
luxury design, and the power to dream.

About Virgil Abloh
Born in Rockford, Illinois, Virgil Abloh is an artist, architect, engineer, 
creative director, and fashion designer. 

After earning a degree in civil engineering from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, he completed a master’s degree in architecture at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology (IIT), Chicago. At IIT, while studying a design 
curriculum devised by Mies van der Rohe, Abloh began to craft the 
principles of his art practice. 

The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago presented a major traveling 
survey of Abloh’s work in summer 2019 – one of the highest attended 
exhibitions in the museum’s history. Currently, Abloh is the Chief Creative 
Director and founder of Off-White and Men’s Artistic Director at Louis 
Vuitton.
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The legend lives on:  
pre-production vehicles of the new 

embark on extensive road tests:  
Comprehensive practical trials of the new 
edition of the roadster icon in full swing

SL Roadster

SL Roadster » 31mercedesclub.org.uk
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The next generation of the legendary SL Roadster is going back to its roots, 
which lay in motorsport back in 1952. 

Mercedes-AMG, as the performance and sports car brand of Mercedes-
Benz AG, has fittingly taken on the task of overall vehicle development for 
the reinterpretation of the legendary roadster. 



To use Carly, you need Carly Universal Adapter and Carly app.
More information at www.mycarly.com

Although many car manufacturers
now offer apps for their vehicles,
these often provide the user with
only a fraction of the data that
Carly can read from the control
units in the car.

As versatile as a Swiss Army
knife and a useful digital
addition to any car owner’s
toolbox.

Carly — the world's best-selling car app enables car owners to access
settings and data in their vehicles without having to make a trip to the
mechanic’s shop. For example, with Carly you can:

• Perform a used car check: Reveal odometer manipulation

• Personalize: Code useful functions to your liking

• Run diagnostics: Catch issues before they become bigger problems

• Do maintenance: Perform a battery or service reset, etc. yourself

ACCESS A WORLD OF
HIDDEN DATA IN YOUR CAR

Following extensive digital development steps, 
test stand runs and simulator trials the new 
sports car is now entering a scheduled phase of 
wide-ranging dynamic driving tests – thus far at 
the Group's own Test and Technology Centre in 
Immendingen – and now also on public roads in 
some cases.
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After the impressive anniversary celebrating 125 years of 
Motorsport at Mercedes-Benz last year, the brand continues to 
celebrate further outstanding racing moments from its history in 
2020. The highlights include the triumph of Sauber-Mercedes in 
the World Sportscar Championship 30 years ago. Mercedes-Benz 
Classic also congratulates Brand Ambassador Roland Asch, one of 
the most popular racing drivers in German motorsport, on his 70th 
birthday in October 2020. Finally, the brand remembers Manfred 
von Brauchitsch: the racing driver of the first Silver Arrows era was 
born 125 years ago. However, 30 years ago Mercedes-Benz once 
again showed its dominance with the C 11 and C 9. 

Motorsport 
Rewind: 
History by 
Mercedes-Benz 
dominance.

 480-kilometre “Shell BRDC Empire Trophy” race in 
Silverstone (Great Britain) on 20 May 1990. In the lead, 
the Jean-Louis Schlesser / Mauro Baldi driver team in 
the Mercedes-Benz C 11 Gro up C racing sports car 
with starting number 1.
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classic car
insurance

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270

Policy benefits may include:

• Free agreed valuations

• Roadside assistance and 
recovery within UK/EU

• Limited mileage options

• Discounts for multi vehicle 
policies

• Club member discounts

 PBIS specialises in arranging
insurance for motor enthusiasts and
car club members. As a company

built on passion, we strive to deliver 
exemplary levels of service and

customer satisfaction.

We’re proud to have been approved
as an insurance provider by the 
Mercedes Benz Owners Club.

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

Get a quote online by visiting:
www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

Approved
Insurance Provider 

ask us today about our
classic mercedes cover
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30 years ago: Double world 
championship with the Mercedes-
Benz C 11

Successful across the board: 

In 1990 the Sauber-Mercedes team won in 
eight out of nine races of the World Sportscar 
Championship in Group C. Jean-Louis Schlesser 
and Mauro Baldi won the drivers’ championship 
in the Mercedes-Benz Group C 11 sports car and 
became world champions. As in the previous year, 
Jochen Mass was runner-up. Sauber-Mercedes 
defended its title in the teams’ championship.

Return of  the Silver Arrows: 

As they had already done in the first 
championship year with the Sauber-Mercedes 
C 9 in 1989 the German-Swiss team entered 
with a racing car painted silver. This return of 
the Silver Arrows to the circuit was down to the 
impetus of Professor Werner Niefer, who was the 
chairman of what was then Mercedes-Benz AG 
and deputy chairman of Daimler-Benz AG. It was 
on his initiative that the original dark blue racing 
cars were painted silver – just like their successful 
predecessors that had written racing history up 
until 1955.

Innovative technology: 

The C 11 is the logical progression of the 
successful C 9, which won the legendary 24-hour 
race in Le Mans in 1989. The Silver Arrow was 
also built at Sauber in Hinwil (Switzerland) under 
the management of head designer Leo Ress. 
It was the first time a carbon fibre chassis was 
used, which contributed towards the minimal 
kerb weight of 870 kilograms and also offered 
a high level of rigidity. The Mercedes-Benz 
engineers around Dr Hermann Hiereth optimised 
the Mercedes-Benz M 119 engine. The V8 turbo 
engine with four-valve-per-cylinder design had 
4973 cubic centimetres of displacement and 
during the qualifying tuning generated up to 680 
kW (924 hp) in the racing car. In normal racing 
conditions and with continuous stress it was 537 
kW (730 hp). The drivers were inspired – they 
praised the drivability of the deep-rumbling eight-
cylinder engine and the well-tempered handling of 
the C 11.

The Mercedes kids: 

For the 1990 World Sportscar Championship, 
Mercedes-Benz race director Jochen Neerpasch 
wanted the experienced drivers Jean-Louis 
Schlesser, Mauro Baldi and Jochen Mass to 
be accompanied by highly promising young 
drivers. The top three of the German Formula 

3 Championship were chosen: Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen, Michael Schumacher and Karl 
Wendlinger. The youngsters were already 
impressing at the first test drives in Le Castellet 
at the end of 1989. Peter Sauber summed it up: 
“Frentzen was the fastest, Schumacher was 
hardly any slower, drove very consistently and 
was very interested in the technology even then. 
Wendlinger was the most cautious and really 
didn’t want to break anything.”

Successful races: 

In the 1990 seasons the three junior drivers 
started as partners with Jochen Mass. The 
pairings of Mass / Wendlinger and Mass / 
Schumacher each won a world championship 
race. All three young drivers had great careers 
ahead of them. Michael Schumacher won 
the Formula 1 World Championship seven 
times. Heinz-Harald Frentzen won three 
Grand Prix races and was the Formula 1 
World Championship runner-up in 1997. Karl 
Wendlinger had his Formula 1 debut in 1993 with 
Sauber in Kyalami and today is an AMG Brand 
Ambassador and instructor at the AMG Driving 
Academy.

70th birthday of  Roland Asch

Once a racing driver, always a racing 
driver: 

Roland Asch was also a success with the Star. 
On 12 October 2020 he will celebrate his 70th 
birthday. The “Schwabenpfeil” (Swabian Arrow), 
as his fans liked to call him, never officially ended 
his career as a racing driver. Together with his 
son, Sebastian, he even took part in the 2018 
24-hour race in Dubai and only narrowly missed 
out on a class victory with a Mercedes-Benz 
AMG GT4.

DTM legend: 

“My best year in racing was 1988. We achieved 
a lot with only a little money: runners-up in the 
DTM!” says Roland Asch, enthused to this day. 
The Mercedes-Benz 190 E 2.3-16 for that season 
was bought by the owner of a Ford dealership in 
Ammerbuch-Altingen near Tübingen, financed 
from their own resources. Friends supported 
him at the racetrack, and on some days after 
work the Mercedes-Benz engineers worked on 
preparations for the “16-valver”.

Test driver for Mercedes-Benz: 

Gerhard Lepler, head of internal development of 
racing touring cars, signed the highly promising 
racing driver Roland Asch as a test driver. 
Important experiences were gained, particularly 
at the racetrack in Rijeka (Yugoslavia), from 
which Asch also benefited for the use of his 

own DTM touring car. In 1988, with 242 points, 
he was runner-up behind Klaus Ludwig (Ford 
Sierra RS 500 Cosworth, 258 points) and won the 
championship title in the Porsche 944 Turbo Cup.

Works driver in the DTM: 

For the 1989 to 1994 seasons Roland Asch 
was the DTM works driver of Mercedes-Benz. 
In the Mass-Schons team he won the first race 
of a Mercedes-Benz 190 E 2.5-16 Evolution I 
in Mainz-Finthen. In 1990 he switched to the 
team of Dany Snobeck, which lead the way for 
Mercedes-Benz in touring car racing in the mid 
1980s by taking part in the French production 
car championship. In 1991 and 1992 Asch 
competed for the Zakspeed team. He took part 
in the season finale in Kyalami, South Africa, with 
a 190 E 2.5-16 Evolution II works racing car with 
a “camel” paint finish. This was made special by 
the fact that, for the first time, a racing car had 
an anti-lock braking system (ABS) developed 
especially for racing. Asch won one of the two 
races with this vehicle as well as the overall 
ranking. In 1993 and 1994 Roland Asch became 
team colleague of Bernd Schneider in the AMG 
team. In both years he finished ahead of the 
later record DTM champion. In 1993, in the final 
year of the 201 model series in the DTM as a 
190 E class 1, Asch finished as runner-up for the 
second time behind Nicola Larini (Alfa Romeo).

Brand Ambassador: 

For many years, father of three Roland Asch has 
been a Brand Ambassador. “When Mercedes-
Benz Classic calls me up and asks that I test 
an old racing car, I’m right there,” says Asch. 
He drives a broad range of racing cars from the 
Sauber-Mercedes in Group C to the Silver Arrows 
of the 1930s and takes part in events such as 
the 1000 Miglia and the Goodwood Festival of 
Speed. And, of course, he is always happy to 
sit behind the wheel in a Mercedes-Benz racing 
touring car from his DTM era. “I have always felt 
particularly happy in the ‘16-valver’,” he says. 
Logically, his private collection of classic cars 
also includes a Mercedes-Benz 190 E 2.5-16 
Evolution II from the homologation production of 
just 502 vehicles.

Manfred von Brauchitsch was born 
125 years ago.

Breakthrough with the SSKL: 

On 15 August 1905 Manfred von Brauchitsch, 
later to become a racing driver, was born in 
Hamburg. Initially he wanted to become an 
officer, but after a serious motorbike accident 
he was discharged as unfit for service by the 
army in 1927. In 1929 he began motor racing. 
His breakthrough followed in 1932 when with the 

Motorsport Rewind: History by 
Mercedes-Benz dominance.
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Mercedes-Benz SSKL, featuring a pioneering 
streamlined body, he won the international Avus 
race in Berlin and even beat the great Rudolf 
Caracciola. This spectacular success provided 
the nobleman with a contract as a Mercedes-
Benz works driver for the 1934 season.

Silver Arrow: 

In 2019, in the “125 years of Motorsport” 
anniversary year, Mercedes-Benz Classic rebuilt 
the SSKL streamlined racing car and assembled 
it with great authenticity to ensure it could be 
experienced – also on the track. Body, chassis 
and engine were produced as close to the 
original as possible in the complex project.

Master of  many hundreds of  
horsepower: 

Manfred von Brauchitsch won many major races. 
In 1934 he won the international Eifelrennen 
race at Nürburgring on the race debut of the 
Mercedes-Benz W 25 and was victorious in 
both the 1937 Monaco (W 125) and 1938 French 
(W 154) Grands Prix. His driving style was 
spectacular, paying little attention to the state of 
the vehicle. Tyre damage and even accidents led 
to many failures or defeats. He was dogged by 
an image of notorious bad luck. Decades later 
the racing driver explained his motivation: “Of 
course it is nice to win. But it is glorious to sit 
in such a racing car, to command this complex 
machine and to be master of many hundreds of 
horsepower.”

Bon vivant: 

After the Second World War Manfred von 
Brauchitsch tried to make a comeback in 
motorsport, but he failed. In 1954, with the 
emphatic support of the government of the GDR, 
he emigrated to East Berlin where he found new 
popularity as a highly regarded peace activist and 
sports official. When it came to his somewhat 
unconventional life, he described himself as a 
“bon vivant”. His contact to Mercedes-Benz 
never fully broke off: for instance, in 1974 he 
was invited to attend the French Grand Prix as a 
guest, driving a demonstration lap at 280 km/h in 
the Mercedes-Benz W 154 dating back to 1939. 
In 1995, Manfred von Brauchitsch celebrated his 
90th birthday at the Mercedes-Benz Museum in 
Stuttgart. He died at the age of 97 on 5 February 
2003 in Gräfenwart, Schleiz.

 The winners of the ADAC GT Masters 2015 in a Mercedes-
Benz SLS AMG GT3, Sebastian Asch and Luca Ludwig, with 
their fathers. Photo at the Hockenheimring on 4 October 2015. 
Left to right: Roland Asch, Sebastian Asch, Luca Ludwig, Klaus 
Ludwig.

 Mercedes-Benz Classic 
Brand Ambassador Roland 
Asch at the 2018 1000 
Miglia.

 Pit stop and change of drivers in the Mercedes-Benz C 11 
Group C racing sports car of the winning Jochen Mass / Karl 
Wendlinger team at the 480-kilometre “Coupes de Spa” race in 
Spa-Francorchamps (Belgium) on 3 June 1990.

 Team photo of the Mercedes-
Benz Group C team on location at the 
480-kilometre “Player’s Ltée Mondial” 
race at Circuit Gilles Villeneuve in Montreal 
(Canada) on 23 September 1990. To the 
right is the Mercedes-Benz C 11 Group 
C racing sports car with starting number 
1 of the winning Jean-Louis Schlesser / 
Mauro Baldi team, to the left the C 11 with 
starting number 2 of the Jochen Mass / 
Karl Wendlinger team.
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Darkness, rain, and snow — when can you get all 
that by simply asking the weather fairy? Hardly 
ever. Or only when you really don’t need them. 
However, for the light developers at Mercedes-
Benz it’s crucial to test the latest innovations 
under these kinds of extreme weather conditions 
in particular. As you can’t simply order these 
conditions to happen, the developers use a 
clever technical solution: a unique night-driving 
simulator.
It’s almost 7 p.m. on a spring evening. The sun 
is already low on the horizon. At the Mercedes-
Benz Technology Center in Sindelfingen, or MTC 
for short, the workday is coming to an end. The 
last colleagues are leaving the testing grounds 
for a well-deserved evening at home.
For Andreas Hauser and his colleagues in the 
headlamp testing unit, this is when their workday 
begins — normally, at any rate. Today no one is 
around in the Lighting Technology department 
either. No daily briefing. No night drive. “Ever 
since we got the light simulator, we’ve been 
trying out many things virtually during normal 
daytime working hours,” says Hauser the next 
morning.
For him and his colleagues, the workday is all 
about light. The lighting system of a vehicle 
serves several purposes. The main one is to help 
users see and be seen: During a night drive, the 
more brightly lit the roadway is, the sooner the 
driver can recognize potential hazards. Efforts 
to improve car headlamps also play a key role in 
making it even safer to drive in the dark. That’s 
because, unfortunately, it’s still the case that 
the risk of being involved in a traffic accident 
increases after sundown. From a statistical 
viewpoint, every mile driven at night is twice 
as prone to accidents as one that is driven in 
the daytime. It’s just that the absolute accident 
numbers do not reflect this –simply due to the 
fact that the average number of miles driven 
is much higher for daytime than for night time 
driving.
Of course, a good light pattern for night time 
driving is a crucial factor not only for safety 
but also for driving comfort. Finally, the shape 
of the headlamps is also a trademark of the 
brand. There are self-appointed experts who 
can identify every model series of a brand by its 
headlamps alone. Innovative light sources such 
as the revolutionary DIGITAL LIGHT® headlamps 
technology from Mercedes-Benz. It allows 
completely new functions, e.g. the projection of 
marking aids or warning symbols onto the road 
ahead. In each headlamp, DIGITAL LIGHT has a 

The night-driving simulator 
at Mercedes-Benz in 
Sindelfingen
by Nina Kotschner

Let There Be
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light module with three extremely powerful LEDs 
with light that is refracted and directed by 1.3 
million micro-mirrors. The resolution is therefore 
more than 2.6 million pixels per vehicle.

Headlamp development 
requires testing, testing, 
testing
Who’s responsible for ensuring that the 
headlamps installed in a Mercedes-Benz vehicle 
measure up to the brand’s high safety standards? 
This is where the light systems testers from 
Sindelfingen come into play. And because car 
lighting systems naturally can’t demonstrate their 
strengths in daylight, most of their testing takes 
place at night. Today, however, a new technology 
— the night-driving simulator — is enabling the 
developers to conduct many of the necessary 
testing scenarios during the daytime.
“For us, one advantage of the simulator is that it 
enables us to reduce the number of night drives,” 
says Hauser. It’s easy to understand why he and 
his colleagues have welcomed this innovation: 

During the summer months they have to wait 
until late evening before it gets dark enough for 
them to test the lighting systems under real-life 
conditions. In the winter the sun already sets in 
the afternoon but going on test drives when it’s 
snowy or there’s black ice on the road is no fun 
either.
But of course the innovative simulator offers 
not only greater convenience for the testers 
but many more advantages besides. It enables 
the light experts to test the headlamps much 
more intensely in a shorter period of time — 
without needing to do more driving on the road. 
The simulator also makes practical testing 
much easier: “Thanks to the simulator, we are 
completely independent of weather conditions, 
and we can simulate a whole range of scenarios 
at the push of a button,” Hauser says. Besides, 
in the simulator the light developers can repeat 
exactly the same driving situation as often as 
they like. As a result, they need to change only a 
few parameters in order to see at once how the 
light pattern has changed. Apropos parameters, 

Andreas Hauser’s (right) job is all about light and headlamps. Here he’s showing our author the 
Mercedes-Benz night-driving simulator in Sindelfingen.
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a light simulator can of course also simulate 
headlamps before they even exist as physical 
components that can be touched (and installed). 
That way, the results of the testing can be 
incorporated into decision-making early on in the 
development process.

This is what the night-driving 
simulator looks like
Andreas Hauser lets me sit down in the seat box 
located in the middle of the projection screen. 
The car in question is an E-Class that has been 
cut in half just behind the B-pillar. It’s equipped 
with all the technology that is needed to give 
the driver a sense of driving a real car. All of the 
technical components that are not relevant for 
simulating the light pattern have been removed 
from this former test vehicle. Nonetheless, typical 
car sounds can be heard as soon as the starting 
button is pushed. “This helps to create the sense 
that you’re driving a real car, and that’s why we 
add the sound,” Hauser explains.
And then it’s time to dive all the way into the 
virtual world. “This is where we turn day into 
night,” Hauser says, and then he uses his mobile 
phone to turn off the light in the room, which 
has been almost completely painted black. 
And indeed, the room is now so dark that you 
can’t even see your own hand in front of you. 
“This is necessary, because it’s the only way the 
advantages of the very special projection system 
can take effect,” he says. Next, he uses a tablet 
to ramp up four high-tech video projectors. 
It takes about a minute to boot up the entire 
system. And that’s a good thing, because the 
human eye needs time to adapt from photopic 
(daytime) to scotopic (night time) vision. When 
day slowly fades into night in the natural world, 
our brains automatically initiate this mechanism, 
and we’re not really aware that it’s happening. 
“This is important, because it enables our eyes to 
perceive even tiny differences between degrees 
of brightness,” Hauser explains. “It’s important 

The DIGITAL LIGHT® headlamps from Mercedes-Benz generate light with a very high resolution. 
Besides, a vehicle’s headlamps alone are enough for some automobile experts to recognize the 
model series.

This element of the simulator is known internally as the “seat box.” From the 
outside, with a little imagination it looks a little like a vehicle cockpit. Once 
you’re sitting inside it, you rapidly sink into the virtual world.



for the quality of our headlamps that we give the 
eye enough time to adapt. That way, when we’re 
running tests we can also recognize nuances in 
the luminance and subsequently further optimize 
the headlamps’ distribution of light.”
The acronym VTD shines out on a huge semi-
circular projection screen. It stands for Virtual 
Test Drive — comprehensive driving simulation 
software that the manufacturer has expanded with 
a high-resolution lighting application especially 
for Mercedes-Benz. “This lighting software in 
connection with the projection system is unique in 
the automotive industry,” says Hauser with pride. 
“Our biggest thanks go to our colleague Martin 
Borowski in the Lighting Advance Development 
unit for that. He’s been something like the father 
of the night-driving simulator in Sindelfingen, 
ever since he presided over its design and 
implementation.”
 In front of the seat box, a white screen curves 
around in a semicircle. Four projectors mounted 
on the ceiling project images of the road ahead 
and the light pattern onto it. Because of the 
curved screen, the driver has a wider field of 
vision than he or she would if the screen were flat. 
That makes the driver’s simulated surroundings 
seem more real. And there are small monitors in 
the rear-view mirrors that depict the virtual traffic 
going on behind the car.

As though you’re sitting in a 
real car
Andreas Hauser says, “You feel as though you’re 
sitting in a real car. And then when the light goes 
out and all you see is the projection of the road in 
front of you, you feel that you’re driving along a 
road rather than in the test lab in Sindelfingen.”
In other areas, simulators that convincingly 
depict the real world are already very common. 
Simulators of this kind have been used for a long 
time in pilot training programs to simulate the 
take-off and landing of airplanes and to bring 
routine into the pilots’ procedures.
A special, and challenging, requirement in the 
design of the light testing system is the simulation 
of absolute darkness. When night drives in the 
countryside go outside the range of the blazing 
lights of major cities, almost everything looks 
deep black. That’s why the simulator requires 
an extremely high black level; otherwise, the 
screen would simply be a curtain of shimmering 
grey. In such a situation, our testers could not 
meaningfully assess the distribution of light. 
The solution is to use projectors that have 
been specially developed for such simulations. 
Their patented technology, which is unique on 
the market, makes it possible to simulate the 
optimal night situation that our light engineers 
in Sindelfingen need for testing the latest 
developments.

Hauser says that driving in a simulator can be 
compared to playing a computer game. It’s true 
that there are no movements of the car itself; 
when accelerating or going around a curve, the 
driver is not pushed back into the seat. However, 
after being in the simulator for a few minutes, 
the driver is immersed in a whole new world. 
“At some point you forget you’re sitting inside 
a simulator, and it simply feels extremely real,” 
says Hauser.

The light comes not from 
the headlamps but from the 
control unit
Naturally, the right software is required to make 
sure the hardware components do what they’re 
supposed to. The software causes the previously 
programmed driving route to be projected on 
the screen, integrates the car’s motion and the 
assistance systems, and realistically replicates 
the distribution of the light. Unlike the process in 
a genuine test vehicle, the light in the simulator 
does not simply come from the headlamps. The 
software uses a digital control unit to forward 
the programmed parameters to the projectors. 
The result is then integrated into the test 
environment and displayed on the screen. In 
other words, depending on what the light testers 
want, the software can merge all the individual 
components together. In most cases, the light 
system that is being tested exists in various 
stages of development. Thus the developers 
can depict and compare them at the push of a 
button. That can’t be done inside a car in the 
real world.
The intricately programmed software also makes 
it possible to “drive” along any desired route. 
The developers generally use standardized 
virtual routes, but it’s also possible to reproduce 
actual ones.
The simulator is controlled by means of a tablet 
PC. The tablet can be used, for example, to 
make pedestrians appear on the road system, 
where they are recognized by the assistance 
system. At the push of a button, the simulation 
can also make several cars or a construction site 
part of the surroundings. The developers can 
test the light distribution in all of these situations. 
The possibilities are practically endless.

For the light testers, curves 
are especially complex
Certain driving scenarios can be run through 
over and over again, under a variety of weather 
conditions. That makes it easy for the light 
testers to systematically check how the light 
algorithm behaves.
It’s an exciting process, especially in curves, 
which present the light testers with an especially 
complex scenario. That’s understandable: 
After all, there are right-hand curves, left-hand 
curves, different curve radius, and the supreme 

discipline, winding roads. Our headlamps are 
tested in all of these scenarios, and in many 
cases that can now be done in the simulator. This 
eliminates strenuous real-life test runs. After all, 
there are no genuine winding roads in the region 
around Sindelfingen.
Besides, for some scenarios the testers need a 
second vehicle that is driving a certain distance 
in front of the test car. In order to create such 
a situation in real-life road traffic, a colleague 
always has to be driving a second vehicle. In 
the simulator, that can be done at the push of a 
button — and without the danger of having the 
test distorted by a vehicle cutting in between the 
two cars.

The biggest advantage of the 
simulator is its speed
The first automobiles already had lighting 
systems (they were equipped with candles), 
but automotive lighting systems are still being 
developed, and there’s no end in sight. As 
a digital development area, this is a future-
oriented process. As with the smartphone, it 
involves fierce competition and a steady stream 
of innovations. The simulator is giving our 
colleagues a crucial speed advantage: Because 
they can use it to assess the headlamp function 
independently of the actual physical component, 
they can more rapidly validate the light systems 
in the development process.
Andreas Hauser is especially proud of the 
simulator because so far it’s the only one of its 
kind in the world. “That’s pretty cool!” he says. 
In the near future, the simulator will probably 
also be able to precisely reproduce the situation 
in which the driver is temporarily blinded by the 
glare of oncoming traffic. “Then we’ll be able 
to observe how our light system affects other 
road users, and in the future, we can ensure 
even more effectively that our vehicles won’t 
cause glare that blinds other road users,” Hauser 
explains.
The development of the night drive simulator has 
now been going on for more than three years, 
and it’s being steadily optimized. The current 
setup, in which the developers dive all the way 
into the simulation, was created a year ago, but 
expansions and improvements are already being 
planned.

Is there anything the 
simulator still can’t do?
Currently the simulator can only represent the 
intensity — but not the colour impression — of 
the light distributions. The developers hope 
that in the future they can create a data format 
that can represent both kinds of information. 
That way, they could also use the simulator to 
assess how the headlamps represent the colour 
transitions between the individual light modules 
and what the blue fringing along the field of light 
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Driving around a curve presents the light 
testers with a complex scenario. But the 
simulator can handle this discipline, too.

The longer the simulation lasts, the more it feels 
like a real drive — as our author experienced for 
herself on her visit to the test lab.

One of the simulator’s great advantages is that 
it no longer needs need a change of location 
to run a test of the light pattern under different 
traffic or weather conditions — it’s enough to 
just adjust the parameters as required.

looks like. Experts use the term blue fringing to 
refer to the blue edge of a headlamp’s beam, 
which can appear when the white light is split 
into its colour spectrum at the headlamp’s lens. 
This blue fringing can act as a distraction for the 
driver and other road users.
If Andreas Hauser could be granted one wish 
concerning the night drive simulator, he would 
ask for a slider control on the tablet that he 
could use to adapt all of the important headlamp 
functions. Then he could adjust all the variables 
with the slider until he arrived at a result he 
liked. However, this wish will remain unfulfilled, 
because the technology and the software that 
underpin the light simulator can reproduce lots of 
scenarios and many different model series. That 
makes the technology and the software fairly 
complex — probably too complex to represent 
the multiple parameters with a couple of slider 
controls.

Will headlamps one day 
not be tested on the road 
anymore?
Will the simulator one day be able to replace 
all real-life testing? Hauser answers both of 
these questions with a definite no: “Even if the 
simulation is perfected at some time in the future, 
we still have to test our light system under real-
life conditions. A light system has hardware as 
well as software components, so the headlamp 
also has to be tested as a physical component. 
It must be able to deliver the functions we 
specified when we programmed the software. 
The vehicle light system is absolutely essential 
for the safety of every Mercedes-Benz. That’s 
why it must always and unconditionally be tested 
in real-life situations and actual night drives. 
That’s the only way we can deliver a high-quality 
product to our customers.”
For the light developers in Sindelfingen, the 
light systems of Mercedes-Benz vehicles are 
in effect their signed personal contribution to 
automobiles that could be regarded as complex 
works of art. What are the characteristics of a 

good light system? After a bit of thought, Hauser 
says, “It supports drivers so discreetly that 
they don’t even notice it. That’s why we try to 
generate a very undisturbed and homogeneous 
light pattern. The light should not jerk or flicker. 
For us it’s important to make sure the maximum 
possible light reaches the roadway and enables 
a Mercedes-Benz driver to have an optimal 
driving experience at night — without blinding 
other road users with glare. It’s not only a 
question of range. We also want to give drivers a 
system that doesn’t overwhelm them but instead 
supports them without requiring them to make 
any adjustments. That's the only way we can 
guarantee a high level of driving comfort.”
The developers want the driver to be able to 
get into the car, switch on the engine, and then 
let the vehicle control the rest on its own. That 
is what Andreas Hauser is doing this summer 
evening. Today he does not need to do an official 
night drive, because he has carried out the 
scheduled tests on the simulator. He’s got purely 
private reasons for driving off toward the setting 
sun. And by contrast to the sunsets he has seen 
in the course of his workday, this time everything 
is very real.

The night-driving simulator is controlled by 
means of a tablet computer. Andreas Hauser 
explains its functions.
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The S-Class stands for the fascination of 
Mercedes-Benz: legendary and traditional 
engineering expertise defines the luxury 
segment in the automobile industry. The new 
S-Class can be experienced with all the senses 
– seeing, feeling, hearing and smelling – while 
offering numerous innovations in the areas of 
driver assistance, protection and interaction. 
Mercedes-Benz is shaping the next generation of 
individual mobility for our times with innovations 
that place the focus on people. The new 
S-Class uses digitisation for a car that responds 
empathetically to the needs and wishes of its 
driver and passengers. Here is an overview as a 
mindmap:

The second generation of MBUX (Mercedes-
Benz User Experience) débuts in the new 
S-Class. Another milestone as the interface 
between the driver, passengers and vehicle: 
there are up to five screens* on board, some 
with OLED technology. At the touch of a button, 
the new 3D driver display for the first time 
allows spatial perception of the scene with a 
real 3D effect thanks to eye-tracking. A similarly 
impressive feature is the very large head-up 
display with augmented reality content. When 
navigating, for example, animated turn-off arrows 
("fishbones") are virtually and precisely projected 
onto the road lane.

Automotive luxury 
experienced in a 
completely new way

The new Mercedes-Benz 
S-Class

*Five screens only available as part of Rear 
Entertainment, not offered in the UK. Maximum 
of three screens in the UK

Using cameras in the overhead control panel 
and learning algorithms, MBUX Interior Assist 
[not currently offered in UK] recognises and 
anticipates the wishes and intentions of the 
occupants. It does this by interpreting head 
direction, hand movements and body language, 
and responds with corresponding vehicle 
functions. For example, if the driver looks over 
his/her shoulder towards the rear window, Interior 
Assist automatically opens the sunblind.

The active ambient lighting (optional extra) 
supplements ambient lighting (standard 
equipment) with an additional layer of light. With 
around 250 LEDs it is integrated into the driving 
assistance systems, and is able to reinforce 
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their warnings visually. In addition, feedback 
is possible when operating the climate control 
system or the 'Hey Mercedes' voice assistant, for 
instance.

The latest generation of the Driving Assistance 
Package has new and numerous improved 
functions. One example is the intelligent 
compliance with speed limits. The new 
assistance display in the driver display clearly 
shows the operating principle of the driving 
assistance systems as a full-screen view.

During severe frontal collisions, the rear airbag 
[not currently offered in the UK] can considerably 
reduce the loads acting on the head and neck 
area of the seat-belt-wearing occupants in the 
outer rear seats. The frontal airbag for the rear 
seat deploys particularly gently thanks to its 
innovative construction using a tubular structure.

Thanks to rear-axle steering [not currently offered 
in the UK], the S-Class is as manoeuvrable as a 
compact car in the city. The steering angle at the 
rear axle is up to ten degrees. The turning circle 

is reduced by up to two metres.

More than 50 electronic components in the new 
S-Class can be updated with new software over-
the-air (OTA). These include the entire MBUX 
infotainment system, the driver display, the 
driving assistance systems and the MULTIBEAM 
LED and DIGITAL LIGHT lighting systems. This 
technology saves the customer time, as he/
she does not need to visit a workshop for this 
purpose. Furthermore, the vehicle remains up to 
date throughout its lifecycle and is equipped for 

The S-Class is as 
manoeuvrable as a 
compact car in the city. 
The turning circle is 
reduced by up to two 
metres.
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new features. The explicit consent of the user is 
always a precondition for OTA updates.

When a side impact with another vehicle 
threatens, the vehicle body can be raised by the 
E-ACTIVE BODY CONTROL suspension [not 
currently offered in the UK] within a few tenths of 
a second. This is a new function of PRE-SAFE® 
Impulse Side: It can reduce the loads acting on 
the occupants because it directs the impact 
forces towards particularly resistant structures in 
the lower area of the vehicle.

It is expected that from the second half of 2021 
the S-Class will be able to drive in conditionally 
automated mode with the new DRIVE PILOT 
(optional extra), in situations where traffic density 
is high or in tailbacks, on suitable motorway 
sections in Germany. By taking pressure off the 
driver, this allows them to undertake secondary 
activities such as browsing on the internet or 
dealing with emails in the In-Car Office, and so 
win extra time.

The revolutionary headlamp technology DIGITAL 
LIGHT (optional extra) allows completely new 
functions, e.g. the projection of marking aids or 
warning symbols onto the road ahead. In each 
headlamp, DIGITAL LIGHT has a light module 
with three extremely powerful LEDs with light 
that is refracted and directed by 1.3 million 
micro-mirrors. The resolution is therefore more 
than 2.6 million pixels per vehicle.

mercedesclub.org.uk S-Class » 47



Showing discounts offered to MBO members 
on production of a valid membership card when car is brought in to dealership

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Mercedes-Benz of Aylesbury 

Bicester Road, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, 

HP19 8BL 

Tel: 01296 319600 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Parts and Service for MBO 
members - Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Beaconsfield 

55 Station Road, Beaconsfield, 

Buckinghamshire, HP9 1QJ 

Tel: 01494 672141 

Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% on Parts and Service for 
MBO members - please show card at 
Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Macclesfield 

Brindley Way, Lyme Green Retail Park, 

Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 0TB 

Tel: 01625 423036 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart 
Centres / Smart Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Stockport 

111 Wellington Road North, Stockport, 

Cheshire, SK4 2QH 

Tel: 0161 4421000 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

CORNWALL

Mercedes-Benz of Truro 

Probus, Truro, Cornwall, TR2 4HX 

Tel: 01872 520900 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart 
Centres / Smart Parts. 
Discount: 20% labour, 5% parts for MBO 
members - Show card at Service Desk.

DERBYSHIRE

Mercedes-Benz of Chesterfield 

Lockoford Lane, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, 

S41 7JB 

Tel: 01246 222600 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: MBO Discounts available. Show 
card at Service Desk.

Mertrux Ltd - Mercedes-Benz 
Authorised Retailer 
10 Chequers Road, Derby,    Derbyshire, DE21 
6EN 
Tel: 01332 290290 
Services available: M-B official After Sales, 
AMG Performance Centre, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service and Parts - Show 
Card at Service Desk.

DEVON

Mercedes-Benz of Exeter 
Matford Park Road, Matford Park,  Marsh 
Barton Trading Estate, Exeter, Devon, EX2 8FD 
Tel: 01392 822700 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% parts and service for MBO 
members - Show Card at Service Desk

Mercedes-Benz of Plymouth 
Tavistock Road, Plymouth, Devon, PL6 8BB 
Tel: 01752 720199 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart 
Centres / Smart Parts. 
Discount: 5% parts, 10% service for MBO 
members - Show card at Service Desk.

DORSET

Mercedes-Benz of Dorchester 
Millers Close, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1SS 
Tel: 01305 264494 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, parts and repairs for 
MBO members – Show card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Poole 
Holes Bay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 2BD 
Tel: 01202 666330 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, parts and repairs for 
MBO members – Show card at Service Desk.

ESSEX

Approved Bodyshop – Lancaster 
Witham Body Repair Centre 
Waterside Business Park, Eastways, Witham 
CM8 3YQ 
Tel: 01376 778083 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% for MBO members – Show 
card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Colchester
London Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex, 
CO3 8PH
Tel: 01206 980251
15% DISCOUNT TO MBO MEMBERS

Mercedes-Benz of Chelmsford
3 White Hart Lane, Springfield, Chelmsford, 
Essex, CM2 5EF
Tel: 01245 932297
15% DISCOUNT TO MBO MEMBERS

MERCEDES-BENZ OF LAKESIDE
Lakeside Estate, Heron Way, West Thurrock, 
Essex, RM20 3WJ
Tel: 01708 241487
15% DISCOUNT TO MBO MEMBERS

Mercedes-Benz Loughton 
3 Langston Road, Loughton, Essex, IG10 3SD 
Tel: 0208 4187700 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Southend 
15 Stephenson Road, Leigh on Sea, Essex, 
SS9 5LY 
Tel: 01702 893520 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
15% DISCOUNT TO MBO MEMBERS

Waterhouse - Mercedes-Benz 
Authorised Repairer 
The Waterhouse Business Park, Cromar Way, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 2QX  
Tel: 01245 610000 
Services available: M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% parts, low labour rates for MBO 
members - Show card at Service Desk.

HAMPSHIRE

Mercedes-Benz of Basingstoke 
Edison Road, Houndmills, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG21 6YH 
Tel: 01256 464050 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, parts and repairs for 
MBO members – Show card at Service Desk.

HERTFORDSHIRE

Mercedes-Benz of Bishop's Stortford 
Stansted Road, Bishop's Stortford, 
Hertfordshire, CM23 2BT 
Tel: 01279 719333 
Services available: Car Sales, Independent 
Garage Specialists, M-B Official After 
Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / 
Smart Parts. 
Discount: 10% labour, 5% parts for MBO 
members - Show card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Hertford 
Foxholes Business Park, John Tate Road, 
Hertford, Hertfordshire, SG13 7LB 
Tel: 01992 514444 
Services available: Car Sales, Independent 
Garage Specialists,     M-B Official After 
Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / 
Smart Parts. 
Discount: 5% parts and 10% labour for MBO 
members - Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Stevenage 
Gunnels Wood Road, Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire, SG1 2BT 
Tel: 01438 737800 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% parts and Labour for MBO 
members - Show card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Watford 
Colne Bridge Retail Park, Lower High Street, 
Watford, Hertfordshire, WD17 2JG 
Tel: 01923 691260 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Waltham Cross 
91-93 Eleanor Cross Road, Waltham Cross, 
Hertfordshire, EN8 7JW 
Tel: 0845 0920244 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs 
– Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Approved Retailers

KENT

Lookers Mercedes-Benz of Ashford 

Monument Way, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 0HB  
Tel: 01233 505 400 

Mercedes-Benz Dartford 

Burnham Road, Dartford, Kent, DA1 5BL 
Tel: 01322 771784 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Lookers Mercedes-Benz of Maidstone

Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent, 
ME15 9YN
Tel: 01622 623 700

Mercedes-Benz Orpington (After Sales) 

Brook Industrial Park, Mill Brook Road, 
Orpington, Kent, BR5 3TX 
Tel: 01689 414884 

Services available: M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Lookers Mercedes-Benz of Tonbridge 

Vale Rise, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1TB 
Tel: 01732 771 761 

Mercedes-Benz of Canterbury 

A28 Mill Road, Sturry, Canterbury,   Kent, 
CT2 0AD 
Tel: 01227 711 112 

Services available: M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 

LANCASHIRE 

Mercedes-Benz of Manchester Central 

Ashton New Road, Manchester, Lancashire, 
M11 3RR 
Tel: 0161 2304600 

Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Whitefield 

845 Manchester Road, Bury, Manchester, 
BL9 9TP 
Tel: 0161 7964270 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

LONDON 

Mercedes-Benz Colindale 

403 Edgware Road, Colindale, London, NW9 
0HX 
Tel: 0208 9147295 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

mercedesclub.org.uk



Mercedes-Benz Epsom 
Kiln Lane, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 1EG 
Tel: 01372 747000 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Guildford 
Moorfield Road, Slyfield, Guildford, Surrey, 
GU1 1RU 
Tel: 01483 654000 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, parts and repairs for 
MBO members – Show card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Hindhead (After Sales) 
Seven Thorns Lane, Bramshott Chase, 
Hindhead, Surrey, GU26 6DF 
Tel: 01428 606660 
Services available: M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, parts and repairs for 
MBO members – Show card at Service Desk.

SUFFOLK

Mercedes-Benz of Ipswich
30 The Havens, Ransomes, Europark, 
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP3 9SJ
Tel: 01473 916117
15% DISCOUNT TO MBO MEMBERS

SUSSEX (EAST)

Lookers Mercedes-Benz of Eastbourne 
Eastbourne Road, Westham, Eastbourne, East 
Sussex, BN24 5NH 
Tel: 01323 465 000 
Discount: 10% parts, 10% servicing on 
cars under 4 years.

Lookers Mercedes-Benz of Brighton
Victoria Road, Portslade, Brighton, East 
Sussex, BN41 1DY
Tel: 01273 707 070

SUSSEX (WEST)

Mercedes-Benz of Gatwick 
78 Gatwick Road, Crawley, West Sussex, 
RH10 9AW 
Tel: 0844 5392072 
Discount: 10% parts, 10% servicing on 
cars under 4 years.

Lookers Mercedes-Benz of Gatwick
Address: 78 Gatwick Road, Crawley, West 
Sussex, RH10 9AW
Tel: 01293 594 300
Web: www.lookers.co.uk/mercedes-benz

WALES

Mercedes-Benz of Bridgend 
Old Field Road, Bocam Park, Pen-Coed, 
Bridgend, Wales, CF35 5LJ 
Tel: 01656 868700 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 5% service, parts and repairs 
for MBO members - Please show Card at 
Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Cardiff & Newport 
Mulberry Drive, Cardiff Gate Business Park, 
Pontprennau, Cardiff, Wales, CF23 8RS 
Tel: 02920 542400 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 5% parts, service and repairs for 
MBO members - Show Card at Service 
Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Neyland 
Haven Bridge Road, Neyland, Wales, SA73 
1QY 
Tel: 01646 602211 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 5% parts, service and repairs 
for MBO members - Show card at Service 
Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Swansea 
Langdon Road, Swansea, Wales, SA1 8QY 
Tel: 01792 479400 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart 
Centres / Smart Parts. 
Discount: 10% parts, service and repairs 
for MBO members - Show card at Service 
Desk.EST MIDLANDS

WEST MIDLANDS 

Mercedes-Benz of Birmingham Central 
Lawley Middleway, Birmingham,    West 
Midlands, B4 7XH 
Tel: 0121 7661600 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Solihull 
301 Warwick Road, Olton, Solihull,  West 
Midlands, B92 7AB 
Tel: 0121 7062801 
Services available: Car Sales. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Solihull (After Sales) 
Unit 4 Focus Park, Ashbourne Way, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B90 4QU 
Tel: 0121 7136250 
Services available: M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

 WILTSHIRE

Mercedes-Benz of Salisbury 
Southampton Road, Salisbury,  Wiltshire, 
SP1 2JS 
Tel: 01722 662865 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres 
/ Smart Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, parts and repairs for 
MBO members – Show card at Service Desk.

YORKSHIRE

Europa - Mercedes-Benz Authorised 
Retailer 
Granville Square, 48 Suffolk Road, Sheffield, 
South Yorkshire, S2 4AL 
Tel: 01142 859955 
Services available: M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% stock ordered parts, 10% 
servicing for MBO members - Show Card 
at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Doncaster 
Wheatley Hall Road, Doncaster,    South 
Yorkshire, DN2 4NF 
Tel: 01302 554600 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: MBO discounts available. Show 
card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Sheffield 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire Road, 
Meadowhall, Sheffield, South Yorkshire, S9 
2FZ 
Tel: 01142 626100 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: MBO Discounts available. Show 
card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Temple Fortune 

1089 Finchley Road, Temple Fortune, London, 

NW11 0PU 

Tel: 0208 9147315 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Chelsea (Sales) 

Pier House, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, London, 

SW3 5HX 

Tel: 0208 9147287 

Services available: Car Sales,       AMG 
Performance Centre. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Croydon 

76-78 Purley Way, Croydon, London, CR0 3JP 

Tel: 0208 9147299 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Bromley 

1-3 Wickham Road, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 5JS 

Tel: 0208 9147282 

Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Bromley (After Sales) 

Units 13–15, Bell Green Retail Park, 

Sydenham, London, SE26 4PR  

Tel: 0208 6639800

MIDDLESEX

Mercedes-Benz Brentford 

Great West Road (A4), Brentford, Middlesex, 

TW8 9AH 

Tel: 0208 5602151 

Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Heathrow (After Sales) 

Unit 8 Zodiac Park, High Road, Cowley, 

Middlesex, UB8 2GU 

Tel: 01895 456010 

Services available: M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

N IRELAND

Mercedes-Benz of Belfast 

6 Boucher Crescent, Belfast, N Ireland, BT12 

6HU 

Tel: 02890 689000 

Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing, Smart Centres / Smart 
Parts. 
Discount: 10% parts, service and MOT 
preparation for MBO members - Please 
show card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Portadown 
Carn Court Road, Carn Roundabout, Portadown, 
Armagh, N Ireland, BT63 5YX 
Tel: 02838 337373 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% parts, service and MOT 
preparation for MBO members - Please 
show card at Service Desk.SCOTLAND

SCOTLAND

Mercedes-Benz of Coldstream 
1 Guards Road, Coldstream, Berwickshire, 
TD12 4AL 
Tel: 0843 3572059 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart 
Centres / Smart Parts. 
Discount: 10% labour & 10-20% parts for MBO 
members - Show card at Service Desk. 

Mercedes-Benz of Edinburgh (EAST) 
235 Willowbrae Road, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
EH8 7ND 
Tel: 0843 3572400 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Servicing. 
Discount: 10-20% parts and 10% labour 
for MBO members - Show Card at Service 
Desk.

Mercedes-Benz of Edinburgh (West) 
Edinburgh's Luxury Car Village Newbridge, 
Edinburgh, EH28 8QW 
Tel: 0843 357 2798 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Servicing. 
Discount: 10-20% parts and 10% labour 
for MBO members - Show Card at Service 
Desk.

SOMERSET

Mercedes-Benz of Taunton 
Toneway, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 2EJ 
Tel: 01823 447555 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing, Smart 
Centres / Smart Parts. 
Discount: 10% Parts and servicing for MBO 
members - Show card at Service Desk.

STAFFORDSHIRE

Mercedes-Benz of Tamworth 
Mile Oak, Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3PQ 
Tel: 01827 284284 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

SURREY

Mercedes-Benz Brooklands 
Brooklands Drive, Weybridge, Surrey, KT13 
0SL 
Tel: 01932 373000 
Services available: AMG Performance 
Centre, Car Sales, M-B Official After Sales, 
Parts, Servicing. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs - 
Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Caterham 
381 Croydon Road, Caterham,    Surrey, CR3 
6PN 
Tel: 0345 0920244 
Services available: Car Sales, M-B Official 
After Sales, Parts. 
Discount: 10% Service, Parts and Repairs 
– Show Card at Service Desk.

Mercedes-Benz Approved Retailersmercedesclub.org.uk



New and Used
Mercedes Body
Parts Available

Tel/Fax: 01784 243426  Mob: 07956 360293
Email: info@andysautobarn.com

Henry's Yard, Challenge Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 1AX

Steve Redfearn Motor Co. Ltd.
Wimbledon SW19 1QS
Tel: 020 8540 2311
Email: redfearn@nascr.net
Mercedes-Benz trained technicians specialising in 
repairs and servicing. Fully equipped workshops 
with diagnostic computer technology.

Insurance

Watnall, Nottingham. 
Tel: 0115 938 2241
Fax: 0115 945 9162

Email: info@pdgough.com  
www.pdgough.com

‘Handmade’ Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems for 
collectable & classic cars with our transferable 

“Vehicle Life” guarantee.

Exhaust Specialists

Remapping

Pre Purchase Inspection

Servicing/Specialist Repairs

PORTMAN
MERCEDES SPECIALIST

•SERVICING
•MOT TO ALL MAKES

•MECHANICAL REPAIRS
•ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSTICS

•ACCIDENT REPAIRS
•COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

Tel: 020 8961 3317
www.portmangarages.co.uk

212 ACTON LANE, LONDON, NW10 7NH

MERCEDES OWNER?
Better Service, Better Prices

A Service £140.00
B Service £180.00

6 Month Guarantee on Diagnostics Checks

Call today 01406 422457
www eetroadgarage.co.uk

Fleet Road Garage, 36 Fleet Road,
Holbeach, Lincs, PE12 8LA

Mercedes Independent Specialist
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Mercedes C320 (3.2l) 2004/54 rare model with Factory 
AMG Body Kit, Obsidian Black, Parktronic, Alpaca 
Grey Electric Leather Seats, Driver & steering column 
Memory,
Panoramic Sunroof, AMG Body Styling, AMG Paddles 
(Upgrade) & Manual Mode,
Luxury Climate Control (Upgrade), AMG Style – 
Genuine 2 POT BREMBO brake Calipers & Discs 
(Upgrade) MOT Feb 21. London Email c.dokal@
btinternet.com

MBO JUne prit.indd   51MBO JUne prit.indd   51 07/07/2020   12:3107/07/2020   12:31

specialist directory specialist directory

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

MBO Print.2.pdf   51   04/04/2020   19:43

specialist directory specialist directory

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

MBO Print.2.pdf   50   04/04/2020   19:43

Untitled-1   50Untitled-1   50 01/05/2020   20:5401/05/2020   20:54

2020_Directory_classified_GAP.indd   12020_Directory_classified_GAP.indd   111/02/2020   16:42:5311/02/2020   16:42:53

MBO JUne prit.indd   50MBO JUne prit.indd   50 07/07/2020   12:3107/07/2020   12:31MBO JUne prit.indd   50MBO JUne prit.indd   50 06/08/2020   09:0706/08/2020   09:07

MBS Southampton Ltd

Tel: 02380 445820 / 07787 913313
Email@mbssouthampton.co.uk
www.mbssouthampton.co.uk

Hazel Road, Woolston, Southampton, SO19 7GB

• Star Diagnostics - official MB equipment
• Genuine MB parts used
• Courtesy car available by prior arrangement

Servicing • Repairs • Air conditioning
Health checks • Wheel Alignment

30 years combined MB  experience

 SPECIALISING IN

Mercedes-Benz
WAYNE GATES

For a truly personal service, call Terry on

• Specialist in Mercedes-Benz Servicing & Repairs
• Family run business established 25 years 
• Star Diagnostics – as used by Mercedes-Benz 
   main dealers
• All vehicles receive a free mini valet
• Free collection & delivery available locally

020 8863 9233

HARROW

Unit F3, Phoenix Industrial Estate, 
Rosslyn Crescent, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 2SP

THE No.1 SPECIALISTS
FOR NEW & USED MERCEDES PARTS

All parts available for Mercedes Cars & Com-
mercial vehicles with warranty

• Next day delivery • Fully equipped workshop with 
MB trained technicians • Genuine Mercedes 

diagnostic computer • Dronsfield will beat any 
genuine quote • National Collection Service • 

Friendly Staff • Cars & spares purchased

0333 240 1020
(charged at local rate)
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THE No.1 SPECIALISTS
FOR NEW & USED MERCEDES PARTS

All parts available for Mercedes Cars & Com-
mercial vehicles with warranty

• Next day delivery • Fully equipped workshop with 
MB trained technicians • Genuine Mercedes 

diagnostic computer • Dronsfield will beat any 
genuine quote • National Collection Service • 

Friendly Staff • Cars & spares purchased

0333 240 1020
(charged at local rate)

Unit 1, 28 Send Road, Caversham, Reading, 
Berkshire RG4 8EH             Tel: 0118 946 2750

STAR MOTOR 
SERVICE  LTD
Specialising in Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz 
Specialist
Surrey Independent Est. 1977
70+ years combined Mercedes experience

• Servicing • Repairs • Diagnostics • 
• Genuine Mercedes parts used • 

• Full Mercedes warranty protected •

Tel: 0208 941 4044 www.tmmotors.net 
Unit 8, 24 Central Avenue, 

West Molesey, Surrey KT8 2QH

Euro Car Care has specialised in Mercedes-Benz since 
1991. Experienced, skilled and capable, our car experts 

are able to provide various car services and products for 
Mercedes-Benz and European vehicles.

www.eurocarcare.org 
Tel: 01733 894 441     
office@eurocarcare.org
101 Peterborough Road, Farcet, 
Cambridgeshire, PE7 3BN

· Specialist in Service and Repairs 
· Dealer level Diagnostics

· Free Collection and Delivery

Tel: 020 8795 1055
info@georgefraserltd.com  
www.georgefraserltd.com

Unit J, Erskdale Industrial Estate, Erskdale Road, 
Uxbridge, UB8 2RT

George Fraser Ltd 
Independent Mercedes Benz Specialists

NEW

LOCATI
ON

Sovereign Motor Centre

Mercedes-Benz Specialist
Services, Repairs, 

Electronic Diagnosis, Air 
Conditioning & Bodywork 

also undertaken.
Fully trained technicians
Tel: 0208 699 44 55

Unit 5c, Malham, London SE23

QUINN & SON AUTOMOTIVE
MERCEDES-BENZ SPECIALIST
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Unit 11A, Home Farm Business Park,  
Rad Lane, Dorking, RH5 6RA

DON’T GET STUNG BUYING A NEW OR CLASSIC MERCEDES!

We carry out pre purchase inspections to make sure you know what you’re buying

• Complete multipoint check
• Full body/paintwork check
• Full underside check including 

checking for fluid leaks and all 
suspension components.

• Engine bay and interior inspected 
for any damage/worn parts.

• Extensive road test 
• Nationwide service
• 10% discount for MBO members

�UINN & SON AUTOMOTIVE 
MERCEDES-BENZ SPECIALIST 

�-
• : ' 

� 

. "' • 

� 

MERCED ES-BENZ U IFIED TECHNIC 
We are a family run business dedicated to the maintenance 

and repairs of any Mercedes-Benz vehicle old or new 

SERVICING REPAIRS DIAGNOSTICS 

If your car fails its MOT and you have the required work 
to pass done with us you get it absolutely free 

Collection & delivery available, for more information please contact us on: 

T: 01306 730 833 I M: 07484 232 843 

Unit 11A, Home Farm Business Park, Rad Lane, Dorking, RHS 6RA 

QUINN & SON AUTOMOTIVE
MERCEDES-BENZ SPECIALIST
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Mercedes C320 (3.2l) 2004/54 rare model with Factory 
AMG Body Kit, Obsidian Black, Parktronic, Alpaca 
Grey Electric Leather Seats, Driver & steering column 
Memory,
Panoramic Sunroof, AMG Body Styling, AMG Paddles 
(Upgrade) & Manual Mode,
Luxury Climate Control (Upgrade), AMG Style – 
Genuine 2 POT BREMBO brake Calipers & Discs 
(Upgrade) MOT Feb 21. London Email c.dokal@
btinternet.com

MBO JUne prit.indd   51MBO JUne prit.indd   51 07/07/2020   12:3107/07/2020   12:31

Mercedes-Benz SLK 250 CDI (2012) Diesel, Indian Grey Metallic 
/ Black Leather, Full-Service history from M-B Loughborough, 
12 months MOT, ONLY 28,000 miles (Only covered 1000 in 12 
months). 
Sat Nav, Power Seats, Power Windows, Tiptronic, 18inch Alloys, 
AMG Evolution sports pack / body kit, Halogen headlights, heated 
front seats, AirScarf, Audio 20 Becker Map Pilot, Climate Control, 
DAB Radio, Alarm / Immobiliser. 2 owners from new - Only £130 
Road Tax.
Perfect low mileage example.
£15,000  
Tel: 01664 812109 (Melton Mowbray)
Private plate not sold with car.
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Grey Electric Leather Seats, Driver & steering column 
Memory,
Panoramic Sunroof, AMG Body Styling, AMG Paddles 
(Upgrade) & Manual Mode,
Luxury Climate Control (Upgrade), AMG Style – 
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btinternet.com
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Mercedes-Benz SLK 250 CDI (2012) Diesel, Indian Grey Metallic 
/ Black Leather, Full-Service history from M-B Loughborough, 
12 months MOT, ONLY 28,000 miles (Only covered 1000 in 12 
months). 
Sat Nav, Power Seats, Power Windows, Tiptronic, 18inch Alloys, 
AMG Evolution sports pack / body kit, Halogen headlights, heated 
front seats, AirScarf, Audio 20 Becker Map Pilot, Climate Control, 
DAB Radio, Alarm / Immobiliser. 2 owners from new - Only £130 
Road Tax.
Perfect low mileage example.
£15,000  
Tel: 01664 812109 (Melton Mowbray)
Private plate not sold with car.
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Mercedes C320 (3.2l) 2004/54 rare model with Factory 
AMG Body Kit, Obsidian Black, Parktronic, Alpaca 
Grey Electric Leather Seats, Driver & steering column 
Memory,
Panoramic Sunroof, AMG Body Styling, AMG Paddles 
(Upgrade) & Manual Mode,
Luxury Climate Control (Upgrade), AMG Style – 
Genuine 2 POT BREMBO brake Calipers & Discs 
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btinternet.com
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Mercedes-Benz SLK 250 CDI (2012) Diesel, Indian Grey Metallic 
/ Black Leather, Full-Service history from M-B Loughborough, 
12 months MOT, ONLY 28,000 miles (Only covered 1000 in 12 
months). 
Sat Nav, Power Seats, Power Windows, Tiptronic, 18inch Alloys, 
AMG Evolution sports pack / body kit, Halogen headlights, heated 
front seats, AirScarf, Audio 20 Becker Map Pilot, Climate Control, 
DAB Radio, Alarm / Immobiliser. 2 owners from new - Only £130 
Road Tax.
Perfect low mileage example.
£15,000  
Tel: 01664 812109 (Melton Mowbray)
Private plate not sold with car.
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Classifieds » 51mercedesclub.org.uk

SSppeecciiaalliissiinngg  iinn  aallll  aassppeeccttss  ooff  SSeerrvviiccee,, MMeecchhaanniiccaall  
RReeppaaiirrss  &&  SSaalleess  ooff  MMeerrcceeddeess--BBeennzz

Factory trained technicians 
Competitive rates

TTeell::  00112211  333311  11006666      FFaaxx::  00112211  333311  11009900

WW..DD..MM..  CCAARRSS
495 Chester Road, Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 0PY

01580 291222
www.r129.co

order hotline:

For everything Mercedes Benz R129 series
and SL-Roadsters selected and guaranteed

Leading quality used parts specialist

or visit us online at:

R129.co

KEYS of BEXLEYHEATH
Independent Mercedes Specialists in Bexley-

heath with over 35 year’s experience 

6 PRINCES STREET, BEXLEYHEATH DA7 4BQ
Phone: 0208 301 3758

E-mail: enquiries@keysmercedes.co.uk
www.keysmercedes.co.uk

Classified Section

PRESTIGE MERCEDES
Mercedes specialist run by Charles Wellswith 

over 40 years experience.
Specialising in the following models: R107, 
W123, 124, 116 and the superb 126 coupés 

and saloons
We would also like to introduce "Beeza.biz" 
a company dedicated to ecologically sound 

under body treatments far superior to current 
traditional under body treatments that are 

available.
Please ring me for details

01732 763956, 07970 553071, 07773 583583
Kemsing, Kent

Wheels and Tyres

Restoration & Repairs

Classic Mercedes
Restorations
• Over 35 years practical experience
• Family-run company
• Nationwide collection
• Warranty on work carried out
• Call us for free estimates & advice

01423 330591
www.poollaneclassics.com
poollaneclassics@btconnect.com

Station Yard
Kirk Hammerton
York, YO26 8DN

Pool Lane Ads:Merc Owner 70x95  28/6/07  14:21  Page 1

No.1  
Independent 
Specialist in 

Hertfordshire.
ww.theslshop.com

Tel:  01462 672 458
service@prestigemotorgroup.co.uk 
www.prestigemotorgroup.co.uk

7A Flint Road, Letchworth Garden City,
Hertfordshire, SG6 1HJ

A family run business with a real depth of 
knowledge & expertise of the Mercedes marque 

0161 223 5335
www.aycen.co.uk

service@aycen.co.uk
Regal Business Centre, Gorton Road, West Gorton, 

Manchester, M12 5BX

Mercedes CLK 350 Sport Cabriolet (07) ~ ONLY 49,000 
miles, Fully loaded, silver, grey leather, FMB history, superb 
condition, £7950, Tel 01323 833088 (Hailsham)

Low Mileage Mercedes SL55 F1 Pace Car Performance 
Pack
Finished in immaculate brilliant silver metallic with an-
thracite leather interior.36,345 miles with Mercedes main 
dealer service history. Major B service with brake fluid 
change carried out June 2020.  Four owners. MOT passed 
with no advisories expiry 26 July 2021.
Very high factory spec with optional panoramic glass vario 
folding roof and the all-important “030” Performance 
pack which re-restricts top speed and includes uprated 
Nürburgring ABC suspension, bigger brakes, limited slip 
diff, additional oil cooler with vented front spoiler and five 
spoke 19 inch split rim alloys.
£34,995. Private number plate not included in sale. Mike 
(Dartford) Tel: 07789 516765.

Stunning 1982 500SEC ~ Owned by Tony Montalbano 
of TM Motors this stunning car has been serviced from 
new by TM Motors and no one else. As a consequence it 
is being sold with FSH and a huge amount of invoices. It 
has covered 166000 miles from new and has spent most 
of the last decade in Mercedes Benz world museum as a 
show car. Presented in thistle green with tan leather. The 
car benefits from a MK2 brake upgrade and a Lorinser 
front splitter and sports springs.  It is being sold with 
12 months MOT and a service. The car has undergone 
too much work to mention and it’s fair to say a better 
example would be very, very hard to find. £16995 Call TM 
Motors on 0208 9414044

Mercedes-Benz SLK 250 CDI (2012) Diesel, Indian Grey 
Metallic / Black Leather, Full-Service history from M-B 
Loughborough, 12 months MOT, ONLY 28,000 miles (Only 
covered 1000 in 12 months).
Sat Nav, Power Seats, Power Windows, Tiptronic, 18inch 
Alloys, AMG Evolution sports pack / body kit, Halogen 
headlights, heated front seats, AirScarf, Audio 20 Becker 
Map Pilot, Climate Control, DAB Radio, Alarm / Immobil-
iser. 2 owners from new - Only £130 Road Tax.
Perfect low mileage example.
£15,000
Tel: 01664 812109 (Melton Mowbray)
Private plate not sold with car.

CLK Avantgarde 2.7 Diesel (03) ~ (Above) Black leather 
interior, electric sunroof & seats, SATNAV, phone, remov-
able tow-bar. New inlet manifold, servo, injectors (5) & 
EGR valve fitted last year. New front shock absorbers & 
springs, brakes / pads (all round) & serviced at a cost of 
£2000 plus, MOT Feb 2020. I fitted these Alloys and tyres 
(Khumo) new when I bought the car (Nov 16), they may 
need some work (varnish is starting to lift), also have the 
original AMG alloys x 4 and they are included in the price. 
£2,750 Martyn Tel: 07974 749611 (Hampshire) 

CLS 55 AMG (2005) silver (as featured in Mercedes 
Owner magazine) much loved and modified. MOT till Jan 
2021, Service history with extensive paperwork.
Call Ben on 07766 120390. 
Price:  £10495 ONO. Offers invited.

Mercedes C320 (3.2l) 2004/54 rare model with Factory
AMG Body Kit, Obsidian Black, Parktronic, Alpaca
Grey Electric Leather Seats, Driver & steering column
Memory, Panoramic Sunroof, AMG Body Styling, AMG 
Paddles (Upgrade) & Manual Mode, Luxury Climate Control 
(Upgrade), AMG Style – Genuine 2 POT BREMBO brake 
Calipers & Discs (Upgrade) MOT Feb 21. London Email 
c.dokal@btinternet.com

Mercedes-Benz E-Class E220 W124 (1995) Estate 
(7 seats), Petrol, Automatic 2200cc, Full 12 month MOT, 
161,000 miles, with full MBSH till 2002 at 81000 miles, 
Wallet full of receipts, handbooks present. Sony radio, 
Blaupunkt speakers, electric windows, sunroof, genuine 
mud flaps, good tyres all round. £2,200 OVNO. Interested 
call Helen on 07780 601436 (Glasgow)

Mercedes 320 Cabriolet (93)~ ONLY 39,000 miles, 
Service history, Previous owner Heritage Museum, 
Superb example, Original condition, £19,995, Tel: 01323 
833088 (Hailsham)

WANT TO SELL 
YOUR CAR?

CONTACT THE 
MBO OFFICE

01892 710570

Mercedes S420L W140 ~ For sale due to bereavement 
- 1995 Mercedes S420L, W140 Two owners, great condi-
tion for year, full service history, all MOT's and advisory 
notes. mileage 46,495. £3,000 OVNO (currently SORN) Nr 
Glastonbury....07710 210560

Mercedes SL350 AMG Sport (2013) Fire Opal Red, 
Black Anthracite Leather, 39,800 miles, 1 PO, Mercedes 
FSH, AMG Pack, Harmon Kardon Surround Sound, active 
parking, reversing camera, keyless entry, 19” AMG alloys. 
£24,499
Tel: Phil 07921 700126 (St Albans, Herts)
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Mercedes C320 (3.2l) 2004/54 rare model with Factory 
AMG Body Kit, Obsidian Black, Parktronic, Alpaca 
Grey Electric Leather Seats, Driver & steering column 
Memory,
Panoramic Sunroof, AMG Body Styling, AMG Paddles 
(Upgrade) & Manual Mode,
Luxury Climate Control (Upgrade), AMG Style – 
Genuine 2 POT BREMBO brake Calipers & Discs 
(Upgrade) MOT Feb 21. London Email c.dokal@
btinternet.com
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Mercedes-Benz SLK 250 CDI (2012) Diesel, Indian Grey Metallic 
/ Black Leather, Full-Service history from M-B Loughborough, 
12 months MOT, ONLY 28,000 miles (Only covered 1000 in 12 
months). 
Sat Nav, Power Seats, Power Windows, Tiptronic, 18inch Alloys, 
AMG Evolution sports pack / body kit, Halogen headlights, heated 
front seats, AirScarf, Audio 20 Becker Map Pilot, Climate Control, 
DAB Radio, Alarm / Immobiliser. 2 owners from new - Only £130 
Road Tax.
Perfect low mileage example.
£15,000  
Tel: 01664 812109 (Melton Mowbray)
Private plate not sold with car.
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CHELSEA CARS  
INTERNATIONAL WANTED SLs

We have clients for all Mercedes 
SLs from 1960-present. Best 

prices given for good examples.

TELEPHONE  
0208 870 9977/8 

FAX 0181 877 1905

WANTED
We urgently require high quality

SL's (Pagoda / 107 / R129)

If you are thinking of selling,  
please call us for a valuation.

Tel: 0800 612 0422

WANTED PAGODAS

Tel: 020 8418 9191 Mob: 07836 522234
howard@howardwise.co.uk  
www.howardwisecars.co.uk

Tel: 020 8418 9191  Mob: 07836 522234
howard@howardwise.co.uk  www.howardwisecars.co.uk

190SL ConvertibLe 
LHD 1956
Red/Blk Leather; Undergone Full 
Repaint and Fitted with New Carpet, 
New Hood & New Chromework; A Very 
Useable and Appreciating Classic

250SL 1967
White/Red Tex Interior; Automatic/ 
P.A.S; Totally Original; Two Owners 
from New; A True Classic; 41,000 Miles 
Only

280SL 1970 LHD
Light Metallic Blue/Blue Nappa Leather; 
Automatic/P.A.S; Hard & Soft Tops; 
Fully Restored; 4300 Miles Since Rebuild

280SL 1969/H reg
Moss Green Metallic/Light Beige Tex; 
Automatic/ P.A.S; Hard & Soft Tops; 
Totally Original Example; Full Service 
History; 62,000 Miles Only

Number Plates

Ideal Present for your Loved One~ T7 LOV for sale priced 
£1,800 ono; L16 LOV £1,200 ono; D9 OST £1,200 ono, all on 
certificate. Please Tel: Dietmar Post 01306 882027

PERFECT FOR A “55 AMG” Fan. On retention, £11,000 
ono. Tel: 07563 559136

Number plate on retentions, offers in the region of 
£1000, Tel; 01276 677150 or  
email: les.henson162@btinternet.com for more info.

Plate on retention £1500 ono 
Tel: 07798932311 kit.marquand@talktalk.net

Number Plate For Sale~ Y  500CL reg for immediate 
transfer now on SORN (Y50 OCL), Offers.  
Tel Mark: 07535 509429

REGISTRATION PLATE S155 AMG (Ideal for SL55 AMG!) 
ON RETENTION CERTIFICATE~ Available immediately, 
£5995. Tel: Andrew on 07715 122268 or  
Email: andrew@andrew-coulson.co.uk

1979 Mercedes-Benz 450 SLC Auto (Blue). 220,000 
miles. Been in garage for many years, spares or 
repairs. Newcastle Tel: 01830 520785 (John)

Breaking Mercedes Sports also breaking Mercedes Sport 
Pagoda 113 series. Tel: 01322 669081 or 07836 250222
1993 M-B 190E handbook, original tool kit in 
wallet and plastic bag, accelerator cable, one front disk 
unused and MB front and rear mud flaps (suitable for a 1997 
model). Tel: 01275 857646, location Nailsea nr Bristol.

£200 Good condition Mercedes-Benz alloys from C Class 
(Above) 16"wheels and tyres (model A20444010202), 
One chip on one rim, Comes with Pirelli 225 / 50 R16 
tyres. All good condition and legal. Sale due to larger 
AMG upgrade. Price is open to offers. 07563 559136

Four winter tyres on alloys for C180, 62 reg.~ (Above) 
Tyres 205/55R16 Continental Winter Contact. Approx 
6mm tread on three, 8mm on one newer tyre. Wheels: 
7Jx16H2ET43 alloys. One wheel has slight kerb scrape 
and tyre has slight wall damage. £200. Please ring 
01797 280100 (near Rye, East Sussex)

Instrument cluster for Mercedes 140 series, i.e. CL, SL, 
S vehicles.~ (Above) Refurbished by Actronics, Colchester. 
Bills available. This item is no longer available from manu-
facturers. Contact: dskidmore@doctors.org.uk

4 WHEELS AND 4 TYRES FOR SALE 225/55R 16SP 
SPORT 2000 FROM MERCEDES SL 350.~  
COST NEW: £4200 WILL SELL FOR £495.  
FOR QUICK SALE TELEPHONE: 07595533355

For Sale: Genuine Mercedes-Benz CLS 55 AMG boot lip in 
silver, good condition, only removed as purchased a carbon 
alternative. £100 plus postage.
Tel: 077661 120390 (Oxon)

Mercedes Benz Main Dealer Parts Catalogue, with
Diagrams & Parts Numbers.
Vast collection and varied conditions ranging from the
1950’s onwards. Approximately 100 Chassis, Body and Engine
catalogues. To be sold as job lot or sold individually if 
requested.
Email Andrewjcarr1@hotmail.com

Wanted~ Front windscreens for both 3.5 280 and 6.3 models 
(early 70's) good prices paid for the right part. Tel: 0208 640 
5565 or Email: msims52@hotmail.co.uk (London)

Wanted~ Looking for all Mercedes models from 1960  
to 1973 any condition considered.  
Tel: 0208 640 5565 or 07951 386665 (London)

TRYING TO FIND MY LATE FATHER’S MERCEDES-
BENZ~ (Above) Details the best I remember: Mercedes-
Benz 1967 Silver RH drive 220SE or 250SE rregistration 
OLE???E. Any information would be very welcome. Please 
text: 07971 237065

Mercedes sports 107 hardtop 1971-1989 for sale £4500 Tel: 
01322 669081 Mob: 07836 250222

MOST 
DETACHABLE 

HARDTOPS 
FOR SL's

113 / 107 /129
Tel: 01322 669081  Mob: 07936 250222

Email: pjarvis646@aol.com

Spares

Wanted  
VERY URGENTLY TOP CASH PAID

All Mercedes Sports, any year,  
any condition plus limousines,  

saloons, classics and convertibles. Instant 
decisions, we travel anywhere, we pay the 

most.

Tel: 01322 669081  
or Mob: 07836 250222

Wanted

52 » Classifiedsspecialist directory

4 x Genuine Mercedes-Benz 18in AMG SL55/500 RIMS 
(FRONT 8.5 REAR 9.5). Wheels are presentable but ideally 
could do with refurb. 
Condition is Used. No cracks, buckles or welds - £200. 
Contact Dave: 07788 974900 for further info.

• From a simple control instrument to a versatile interface between 
driver and vehicle
• The steering wheel celebrated its première in 1894 – before that 
cranks or levers were used
• 120 years of steering wheel development at Mercedes-Benz
Precision:
In 1894, the motorcar was �tted with a steering wheel for the �rst 
time. It celebrated its première in the �rst motorsport competition 
in history – the race from Paris to Rouen. French engineer Alfred 
Vacheron equipped his Panhard & Levassor vehicle, powered by a 
Daimler engine, with a steering wheel. Compared to the control 
levers that had been used up to that point, the steering wheel 
allowed him to steer more accurately – and therefore also to 
increase his speed. His steering wheel consisted of a circular grip 
ring connected to the steering column by spokes – a basic principle 
which is still valid to this day.

Crank or handlebar:

more than before. This made it possible to steer the cars much 
more e�ectively and more dynamically. This contributed both to 
driving safety and to the overwhelming sporting success of the 
Mercedes 35 hp in Nice Week in 1901.

Size and weight: The �rst steering wheels provided a fair guide as 
to how big and heavy a vehicle was. Trucks, buses and representa-
tion vehicles initially needed enormous steering wheels. This was 
the only way to generate su�ciently large leverage from pure 
muscle power to achieve the necessary steering force. This can be 
seen very clearly on the Mercedes-Benz O 10000 in the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum (Collection Room 2, the “Gallery of 
Carriers”): The steering wheel is huge. It was not until the advent of 
power steering that it became possible to make steering wheels in 
large vehicles smaller. That development began in passenger cars. 
The Mercedes-Benz 300 was the �rst saloon car, in 1958, to be �tted 
with such a system. From the 1960s onwards, Mercedes-Benz 
commercial vehicles were also equipped to an increasing extent 
with power-assisted steering.

Padding: 
Mercedes-Benz is a pioneer in passive safety. As part of the safety 
concept implemented in 1959 in the W 111 model series, the “tail 
�n” saloon was the �rst to feature a steering wheel with a large, 
padded impact cushion, which reduced the risk of injury. In 1967, 

Mercedes-Benz introduced safety steering with a telescopic 
steering column and impact absorber as standard equipment for 
all vehicles. Then, in 1981, the driver’s airbag �tted in the steering 
wheel was introduced. This world-�rst innovation in production 
cars was introduced by Mercedes-Benz in the S-Class model series 
126.

Research: 
A car without a steering wheel? Mercedes-Benz has toyed with this 
scenario at least in test and research vehicles. The F 200 Imagina-
tion concept vehicle presented in 1996 was controlled with the aid 
of side-mounted joysticks. The innovative system worked perfectly. 
However, the steering wheel remains the preferred option, which 
applies just as much to production cars as to modern racing cars 
with their highly complex control systems. Perhaps tomorrow’s 
autonomous cars will be able to do without a steering wheel 
completely. Until then, however, the new Mercedes-Benz capacitive 
steering wheel supports autonomous driving functions more 
comprehensively than ever before. 

Before the steering wheel became the norm at the turn of the 
century, there were many solutions, including some that resembled 
bicycle handlebars. In his three-wheeled Patent Motor Car of 1886, 
Carl Benz used a rotary crank that transmitted the driver’s steering 
action to the steering column. Gottlieb Daimler equipped his 
four-wheeled motor carriage from 1886 with a cross-shaped 
handle.

Importance:
In the end, the steering wheel prevailed quite simply because it 
could be operated intuitively. Along with the pedals and seat, it is 
the most important interface between the driver and the car. Key 
advantage: It was possible to determine the exact driving direction 
much more accurately than with levers because the wheel 
principle allowed the steering lock to be translated through the 
gearing into several revolutions.

Additional functionality 120 years ago: 

On the Mercedes-Simplex models, from 
1902 on, the steering wheel was equipped with levers that 
were used to adjust important engine functions in particular, 
ignition timing and mixture formation. In the 1920s, a steering 
wheel ring for operating the horn was added – an early 
implementation of Car-2-X communication, so to speak.

Additional functionality today: 
Today’s steering wheels are used to operate numerous systems, 
such as the on-board computer, voice control, telecommunica-
tions and multimedia. In addition, there are several stalks 
arranged in the immediate vicinity. In the summer of 2020, 
Mercedes-Benz will be presenting the next generation of the 
steering wheel as a command centre – the capacitive steering 
wheel with digital control zones.

Ergonomics and emotion: 
There are considerable technical demands placed on the 
steering 
wheel – and the tactile experience. If the steering wheel is not 
perceived as pleasant to touch, this can in�uence the way the 
vehicle is driven. In addition to the materials, the design also 
plays an important role.

Ideal location: Steering wheel ergonomics also includes its 
position in the vehicle. The Daimler Phoenix racing car from 
1900 and the innovative Mercedes 35 hp from 1901 had already 
proved this point: Their steering columns were inclined much 
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seen very clearly on the Mercedes-Benz O 10000 in the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum (Collection Room 2, the “Gallery of 
Carriers”): The steering wheel is huge. It was not until the advent of 
power steering that it became possible to make steering wheels in 
large vehicles smaller. That development began in passenger cars. 
The Mercedes-Benz 300 was the �rst saloon car, in 1958, to be �tted 
with such a system. From the 1960s onwards, Mercedes-Benz 
commercial vehicles were also equipped to an increasing extent 
with power-assisted steering.
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concept implemented in 1959 in the W 111 model series, the “tail 
�n” saloon was the �rst to feature a steering wheel with a large, 
padded impact cushion, which reduced the risk of injury. In 1967, 
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all vehicles. Then, in 1981, the driver’s airbag �tted in the steering 
wheel was introduced. This world-�rst innovation in production 
cars was introduced by Mercedes-Benz in the S-Class model series 
126.

Research: 
A car without a steering wheel? Mercedes-Benz has toyed with this 
scenario at least in test and research vehicles. The F 200 Imagina-
tion concept vehicle presented in 1996 was controlled with the aid 
of side-mounted joysticks. The innovative system worked perfectly. 
However, the steering wheel remains the preferred option, which 
applies just as much to production cars as to modern racing cars 
with their highly complex control systems. Perhaps tomorrow’s 
autonomous cars will be able to do without a steering wheel 
completely. Until then, however, the new Mercedes-Benz capacitive 
steering wheel supports autonomous driving functions more 
comprehensively than ever before. 

Before the steering wheel became the norm at the turn of the 
century, there were many solutions, including some that resembled 
bicycle handlebars. In his three-wheeled Patent Motor Car of 1886, 
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four-wheeled motor carriage from 1886 with a cross-shaped 
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Importance:
In the end, the steering wheel prevailed quite simply because it 
could be operated intuitively. Along with the pedals and seat, it is 
the most important interface between the driver and the car. Key 
advantage: It was possible to determine the exact driving direction 
much more accurately than with levers because the wheel 
principle allowed the steering lock to be translated through the 
gearing into several revolutions.

Additional functionality 120 years ago: 

On the Mercedes-Simplex models, from 
1902 on, the steering wheel was equipped with levers that 
were used to adjust important engine functions in particular, 
ignition timing and mixture formation. In the 1920s, a steering 
wheel ring for operating the horn was added – an early 
implementation of Car-2-X communication, so to speak.

Additional functionality today: 
Today’s steering wheels are used to operate numerous systems, 
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tions and multimedia. In addition, there are several stalks 
arranged in the immediate vicinity. In the summer of 2020, 
Mercedes-Benz will be presenting the next generation of the 
steering wheel as a command centre – the capacitive steering 
wheel with digital control zones.

Ergonomics and emotion: 
There are considerable technical demands placed on the 
steering 
wheel – and the tactile experience. If the steering wheel is not 
perceived as pleasant to touch, this can in�uence the way the 
vehicle is driven. In addition to the materials, the design also 
plays an important role.

Ideal location: Steering wheel ergonomics also includes its 
position in the vehicle. The Daimler Phoenix racing car from 
1900 and the innovative Mercedes 35 hp from 1901 had already 
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• From a simple control instrument to a versatile interface between 
driver and vehicle
• The steering wheel celebrated its première in 1894 – before that 
cranks or levers were used
• 120 years of steering wheel development at Mercedes-Benz
Precision:
In 1894, the motorcar was �tted with a steering wheel for the �rst 
time. It celebrated its première in the �rst motorsport competition 
in history – the race from Paris to Rouen. French engineer Alfred 
Vacheron equipped his Panhard & Levassor vehicle, powered by a 
Daimler engine, with a steering wheel. Compared to the control 
levers that had been used up to that point, the steering wheel 
allowed him to steer more accurately – and therefore also to 
increase his speed. His steering wheel consisted of a circular grip 
ring connected to the steering column by spokes – a basic principle 
which is still valid to this day.

Crank or handlebar:

more than before. This made it possible to steer the cars much 
more e�ectively and more dynamically. This contributed both to 
driving safety and to the overwhelming sporting success of the 
Mercedes 35 hp in Nice Week in 1901.

Size and weight: The �rst steering wheels provided a fair guide as 
to how big and heavy a vehicle was. Trucks, buses and representa-
tion vehicles initially needed enormous steering wheels. This was 
the only way to generate su�ciently large leverage from pure 
muscle power to achieve the necessary steering force. This can be 
seen very clearly on the Mercedes-Benz O 10000 in the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum (Collection Room 2, the “Gallery of 
Carriers”): The steering wheel is huge. It was not until the advent of 
power steering that it became possible to make steering wheels in 
large vehicles smaller. That development began in passenger cars. 
The Mercedes-Benz 300 was the �rst saloon car, in 1958, to be �tted 
with such a system. From the 1960s onwards, Mercedes-Benz 
commercial vehicles were also equipped to an increasing extent 
with power-assisted steering.

Padding: 
Mercedes-Benz is a pioneer in passive safety. As part of the safety 
concept implemented in 1959 in the W 111 model series, the “tail 
�n” saloon was the �rst to feature a steering wheel with a large, 
padded impact cushion, which reduced the risk of injury. In 1967, 

Mercedes-Benz introduced safety steering with a telescopic 
steering column and impact absorber as standard equipment for 
all vehicles. Then, in 1981, the driver’s airbag �tted in the steering 
wheel was introduced. This world-�rst innovation in production 
cars was introduced by Mercedes-Benz in the S-Class model series 
126.

Research: 
A car without a steering wheel? Mercedes-Benz has toyed with this 
scenario at least in test and research vehicles. The F 200 Imagina-
tion concept vehicle presented in 1996 was controlled with the aid 
of side-mounted joysticks. The innovative system worked perfectly. 
However, the steering wheel remains the preferred option, which 
applies just as much to production cars as to modern racing cars 
with their highly complex control systems. Perhaps tomorrow’s 
autonomous cars will be able to do without a steering wheel 
completely. Until then, however, the new Mercedes-Benz capacitive 
steering wheel supports autonomous driving functions more 
comprehensively than ever before. 

Before the steering wheel became the norm at the turn of the 
century, there were many solutions, including some that resembled 
bicycle handlebars. In his three-wheeled Patent Motor Car of 1886, 
Carl Benz used a rotary crank that transmitted the driver’s steering 
action to the steering column. Gottlieb Daimler equipped his 
four-wheeled motor carriage from 1886 with a cross-shaped 
handle.

Importance:
In the end, the steering wheel prevailed quite simply because it 
could be operated intuitively. Along with the pedals and seat, it is 
the most important interface between the driver and the car. Key 
advantage: It was possible to determine the exact driving direction 
much more accurately than with levers because the wheel 
principle allowed the steering lock to be translated through the 
gearing into several revolutions.

Additional functionality 120 years ago: 

On the Mercedes-Simplex models, from 
1902 on, the steering wheel was equipped with levers that 
were used to adjust important engine functions in particular, 
ignition timing and mixture formation. In the 1920s, a steering 
wheel ring for operating the horn was added – an early 
implementation of Car-2-X communication, so to speak.

Additional functionality today: 
Today’s steering wheels are used to operate numerous systems, 
such as the on-board computer, voice control, telecommunica-
tions and multimedia. In addition, there are several stalks 
arranged in the immediate vicinity. In the summer of 2020, 
Mercedes-Benz will be presenting the next generation of the 
steering wheel as a command centre – the capacitive steering 
wheel with digital control zones.

Ergonomics and emotion: 
There are considerable technical demands placed on the 
steering 
wheel – and the tactile experience. If the steering wheel is not 
perceived as pleasant to touch, this can in�uence the way the 
vehicle is driven. In addition to the materials, the design also 
plays an important role.

Ideal location: Steering wheel ergonomics also includes its 
position in the vehicle. The Daimler Phoenix racing car from 
1900 and the innovative Mercedes 35 hp from 1901 had already 
proved this point: Their steering columns were inclined much 
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power steering that it became possible to make steering wheels in 
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cars was introduced by Mercedes-Benz in the S-Class model series 
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scenario at least in test and research vehicles. The F 200 Imagina-
tion concept vehicle presented in 1996 was controlled with the aid 
of side-mounted joysticks. The innovative system worked perfectly. 
However, the steering wheel remains the preferred option, which 
applies just as much to production cars as to modern racing cars 
with their highly complex control systems. Perhaps tomorrow’s 
autonomous cars will be able to do without a steering wheel 
completely. Until then, however, the new Mercedes-Benz capacitive 
steering wheel supports autonomous driving functions more 
comprehensively than ever before. 

Before the steering wheel became the norm at the turn of the 
century, there were many solutions, including some that resembled 
bicycle handlebars. In his three-wheeled Patent Motor Car of 1886, 
Carl Benz used a rotary crank that transmitted the driver’s steering 
action to the steering column. Gottlieb Daimler equipped his 
four-wheeled motor carriage from 1886 with a cross-shaped 
handle.

Importance:
In the end, the steering wheel prevailed quite simply because it 
could be operated intuitively. Along with the pedals and seat, it is 
the most important interface between the driver and the car. Key 
advantage: It was possible to determine the exact driving direction 
much more accurately than with levers because the wheel 
principle allowed the steering lock to be translated through the 
gearing into several revolutions.

Additional functionality 120 years ago: 

On the Mercedes-Simplex models, from 
1902 on, the steering wheel was equipped with levers that 
were used to adjust important engine functions in particular, 
ignition timing and mixture formation. In the 1920s, a steering 
wheel ring for operating the horn was added – an early 
implementation of Car-2-X communication, so to speak.

Additional functionality today: 
Today’s steering wheels are used to operate numerous systems, 
such as the on-board computer, voice control, telecommunica-
tions and multimedia. In addition, there are several stalks 
arranged in the immediate vicinity. In the summer of 2020, 
Mercedes-Benz will be presenting the next generation of the 
steering wheel as a command centre – the capacitive steering 
wheel with digital control zones.

Ergonomics and emotion: 
There are considerable technical demands placed on the 
steering 
wheel – and the tactile experience. If the steering wheel is not 
perceived as pleasant to touch, this can in�uence the way the 
vehicle is driven. In addition to the materials, the design also 
plays an important role.

Ideal location: Steering wheel ergonomics also includes its 
position in the vehicle. The Daimler Phoenix racing car from 
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Carl Benz used a rotary crank that transmitted the driver’s steering 
action to the steering column. Gottlieb Daimler equipped his 
four-wheeled motor carriage from 1886 with a cross-shaped 
handle.

Importance:
In the end, the steering wheel prevailed quite simply because it 
could be operated intuitively. Along with the pedals and seat, it is 
the most important interface between the driver and the car. Key 
advantage: It was possible to determine the exact driving direction 
much more accurately than with levers because the wheel 
principle allowed the steering lock to be translated through the 
gearing into several revolutions.

Additional functionality 120 years ago: 

On the Mercedes-Simplex models, from 
1902 on, the steering wheel was equipped with levers that 
were used to adjust important engine functions in particular, 
ignition timing and mixture formation. In the 1920s, a steering 
wheel ring for operating the horn was added – an early 
implementation of Car-2-X communication, so to speak.

Additional functionality today: 
Today’s steering wheels are used to operate numerous systems, 
such as the on-board computer, voice control, telecommunica-
tions and multimedia. In addition, there are several stalks 
arranged in the immediate vicinity. In the summer of 2020, 
Mercedes-Benz will be presenting the next generation of the 
steering wheel as a command centre – the capacitive steering 
wheel with digital control zones.

Ergonomics and emotion: 
There are considerable technical demands placed on the 
steering 
wheel – and the tactile experience. If the steering wheel is not 
perceived as pleasant to touch, this can in�uence the way the 
vehicle is driven. In addition to the materials, the design also 
plays an important role.

Ideal location: Steering wheel ergonomics also includes its 
position in the vehicle. The Daimler Phoenix racing car from 
1900 and the innovative Mercedes 35 hp from 1901 had already 
proved this point: Their steering columns were inclined much 
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4 x Genuine Mercedes-Benz 18in AMG SL55/500 RIMS 
(FRONT 8.5 REAR 9.5). Wheels are presentable but ideally 
could do with refurb. 
Condition is Used. No cracks, buckles or welds - £200. 
Contact Dave: 07788 974900 for further info.

MB March 3.indd   5319/02/2020   12:44

Mercedes Benz Main Dealer Parts Catalogue, with 
Diagrams & Parts Numbers.
Vast collection and varied conditions ranging from the 
1950’s onwards.
Approximately 100 Chassis, Body and Engine 
catalogues.
To be sold as job lot or sold individually if requested.
Email Andrewjcarr1@hotmail.com

Mercedes sports 107 hardtop 1971-1989 for sale £4500 
Tel: 01322 669081 Mob: 07836 250222
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Est.1969

Mercedes sports 280 SL 1982, finished in signal red with superb 
interior, hard and soft top, headrests, automatic, power steering, 
alloys, stereo system,over mats, power windows, 69,000 miles, 
service book, invoices, many old mots always garaged, drives 
superb, £26,500.

Mercedes 380SL Sports 1984, Finished in Astral Silver with Navy 
Blue hide interior and Blue dashboard, Walnut veneers, head-
rests, over mats, Blaupunkt stereo system, hard top, soft top 
as new and hardly used, alloys, tinted glass, power mirror, rear 
seats, headrests, automatic, power steering, power windows, 
first aid kit still in factory wrapping, tool kit, only 61,000 pam-
pered miles from new, with complete service history, accompa-
nied with a set of old mot certificates, with original paperwork 
and invoices, as well as hand book from new in original wallet, 
This car has been garaged from new and drives like new and 
very smooth, Totally stunning and one of the best, unbelievable 
condition. £37,500



World’s first Dash Cam to offer lifesaving what3words and Emergency 
SOS alert capabilities — it will call emergency services for you and 
provide a precise location.

The 622GW redefines industry standards to bring 4K HD recording and 
Image Stabilisation to the Dash Cam market.

Features include 3” Touch Screen, Amazon Alexa, Enhanced Night Vision, 
Intelligent Parking Mode, faster video transfers, and more.

Dash Cam sales have increased by 850% over the past 4 years, and the 
UK’s market-leader Nextbase is proud to announce the next generation 
622GW 4K Dash Cam is launching on 28th July 2020. The 622GW 
revolutionises the purpose and use of Dash Cams in our cars, bringing 
together Alexa voice control, emergency SOS alerts, and the what3words 
location system into a truly life-saving, smart device. The 622GW Dash 
Cam joins the Nextbase Series 2 range, is on sale for UK £249 / US $399 
RRP from Halfords and www.nextbase.com. 

The crystal-clear 4K 622GW is the first HD Dash Cam that captures 
footage of cinematic quality, recording at 30fps. Playback in Super Slow 
Motion at 120fps gives you complete control over your video, making 
it easier than ever to review Dash Cam clips for vital details following 
an incident. Modules are also available at the best image quality yet, 
including the Rear Camera Module that films at a quality of 1080p at 
30fps. This is thanks to the latest Ambarella H22 quad-core chipset, 
tuned specifically by Nextbase, which covers the driver’s car from 
multiple angles at the highest level of filming quality possible.

Nextbase launches game-changing 622GW 
Dash Cam that could save your life

The 622GW introduces a range of impressive image quality 
improvements to the Dash Cam sector, meaning you’re covered in all 
road conditions. Potholes may be the bane of your life, but ruined Dash 
Cam footage is a thing of the past thanks to world-first Digital Image 
Stablisation in the 622GW. Normal vibrations and bumps in the road are 
smoothed out in this industry first. Additionally, Extreme Weather Mode 
keeps you covered thanks to inbuilt algorithms that provide the clearest 
image quality possible in all conditions.

Another first comes with the new Enhanced Night Vision, available now 
for the first time in a Dash Cam. Upgrades, including larger pixels and 
automatic brightness detection, mean that the 622GW Dash Cam brings 
the most intelligent and adaptive night vision yet. Dash Cams were once 
little use at night, but the 622GW is able to protect drivers 24/7, 365 days 
a year. Driver safety year-round is at the forefront of the development of 
the 622GW, as part of our commitment to the Vision Zero campaign for 
safer roads.

Richard Browning, director of Nextbase, said: “With a range of 
world-firsts, including cinematic Digital Image Stabilisation and 4K 
HD recording, we’ve raised the bar for advancements in Dash Cam 
technology. The addition of what3words, as well as Emergency SOS, also 
makes the 622GW the biggest safety upgrade for your car yet. As part of 
our commitment to Vision Zero, we are continuing to focus on innovating 
and expanding our products’ features to make the roads safer and more 
secure for drivers.” 

For full product information, please visit https://www.nextbase.com/.



Acquiring a car from us is truly an experience. We will take the time to first understand you and your needs from a Classic Mercedes-Benz SL 
perspective, helping you make the right choice for your classic car lifestyle. Driving home for the first time in a car you have selected from our 
Showroom is just the start of what is often a long term relationship. Our objective is to support your ownership with continued advice, support 
and ideas to really help get the most long-term value from your purchase.

Our Showroom inventory continues to grow and provides greater choice of quality Classic Mercedes-Benz motorcars year after year. Each vehicle 
we stock has been selected on its merits, be that low mileage, exceptional provenance, specification, rarity or all of the above. Every car is 
inspected, thoroughly prepared, serviced, MoT’d, checked & tested and then detailed to the highest standards. Not only do we know what an SL is 
capable of but we believe in the cars we sell. We want our customers to have the confidence to get out and use these iconic classics, to enjoy 
them for trips at home and abroad. That’s why we offer a unique 2 year ‘no quibble’ mechanical warranty with each car sold, as well as a 3 year 
bulkhead warranty.

Why do we count so many SL owners as our customers? Is it our unrivalled experience with three generations of SL? Is it our attention to detail, or 
our award winning quality? Is it our selection of hand picked, superb cars for sale? Is it the family feel, the friendly faces and consistency of our 
work? Or the reassurance of those warranties? Most people say it’s all of these things.

Our website changes daily and we always welcome visits to Stratford -upon-Avon by appointment to ensure you have uninterrupted time with us.

Have a car to sell? We are always in need of quality classic Mercedes-Benz vehicles for our family of customers. We offer swift and painless 
settlement & collection as an outright purchase or a transparent hassle free Consignment Sale System that sees many owners achieve premium 
over auction house prices.

BRUCE GREETHAM 
Director

01789  337 070

theSLSHOP.com/showroom

bruce@theSLSHOP.com

OH LORD WON’T YOU: FIND ME A. HELP ME SELL MY.



Hemmels now offers the finest care for your 
Mercedes-Benz classic by the same 
technicians, artisans and craftspeople who 
create our legendary motorcars.  
Everything from routine maintenance to  
a full restoration is available, for all models  
of the 20th Century.

With our worldwide collection service, you 
are just a phone call away from rejuvenating 
your classic with new leather, paint, chrome, 
engine upgrades and more. 

Contact Hemmels today to start your car. 

services@hemmels.com      +44 (0) 2920 099 505

THE FINEST CARE FOR YOUR MERCEDES-BENZ CLASSIC
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